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Forming People into the Body of Christ

Christ the Good Shepherd, Catacombs of Priscilla (ca. early 3" century), Rome.

ANCIENT AND MODERN WORSHIP

Whether you have been attending St. Paul’s for years or this is your first time, we are glad you are here! We hope you’ll
feel God in this place. In our church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion regardless of age or
denomination. If you have not been baptized but would like to receive a blessing, just cross your arms over your chest
when you come to the Altar Rail and the priest will know that you’d like to be blessed. If you would like to hear more
from us or learn about getting connected, please fill out a visitor card that can be found in the pews and place it in the
offering plate.

The Nursery is open for children six weeks to 5 years old. Our trained nursery staff provide a safe, caring, and nurturing
environment for your children. The Nursery is through the doors at right side of the Nave (worship space). Children’s
Church is a liturgical worship experience especially for children ages 3 % through 8. It is located upstairs, just off the
elevator. An usher will be happy to help you find your way! Children are also more than welcome to remain for the entire
service. Feel free to decide what works best for your family.

If you are new to the Episcopal Church, you may find parts of the service unfamiliar — that is perfectly fine! Many of us
did not grow up in this tradition but were drawn to the way that our worship feels ancient and yet still relevant today.
Everything you need for the service is in this bulletin. You’ll notice that we draw from the Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) and Hymnal. These are found in the pew rack and you’re welcome to use them!



The Word of God

PRELUDE Largo A. Dvorak

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENTRANCE HYMN To God Be The Glory Fanny J. Crosby
The people stand.
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OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP p. 355
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



SONG OF PRAISE Glorify Thy Name Donna Adkins
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in
us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Romans 12:9-21
The people sit.

%Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; °love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. *2Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. **Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. °Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. ’Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. *8If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. **Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” ?No, “if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
ANTIPHON
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Re - mem - ber the mar-vels that God has done.
1Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * %0 offspring of Abraham his servant, *
make known his deeds among the peoples. O children of Jacob his chosen. ANTIPHON
2Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works. Z1srael came into Egypt, *
3Glory in his holy Name; * and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 24The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
ANTIPHON he made them stronger than their enemies;
Z\Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
“Search for the Lord and his strength; * and dealt unjustly with his servants.
continually seek his face. 28He sent Moses his servant, *
SRemember the marvels he has done, * and Aaron whom he had chosen. “**Hallelujah!
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, ANTIPHON
GOSPEL SONG Center Of My Joy Richard Smallwood
The people stand.
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GOSPEL Matthew 16: 21-28
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

ZLJesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ?But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 2*Then
Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 2°For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 2“For
the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been
done. #Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in
his kingdom.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON
The people sit.

THE NICENE CREED BCP p. 358
The people stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE BCP p. 392

The people kneel or stand. The leader and people pray responsively.

Leader In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence.

Leader For all people in their daily life and work;

People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Leader For this community, the nation, and the world;

People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Leader For the just and proper use of your creation;

People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Leader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Leader For the peace and unity of the Church of God,;

People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Leader For Sarah Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean our Presiding Bishop, and John our Bishop; and for all bishops
and other ministers;

People For all who serve God in his Church.

Leader For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence is kept. The People may add their own petitions as the Leader adds the collected petitions of the Congregation.

Leader Hear us, Lord;

People For your mercy is great.

Leader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence is kept. The People may add their own thanksgivings.

Leader We will exalt you, O God our King;

People And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Leader We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence is kept. The People may add their own petitions as the the Leader adds the collected petitions of the Congregation.



Leader Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People Who put their trust in you.

The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN BCP p. 359

Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE BCP p. 360
The people stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY The Goodness of God Jason Ingram
Susan McDaniel, soloist

NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION: All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or
denomination. When you come to the altar rail, you may kneel or stand. Those who have not been baptized are welcome
to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are
available upon request. An intercessory prayer team is available at the rear of the nave to pray with you.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 380
The people stand.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING BCP p. 361

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth.

[Here a Proper Preface is said].

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People Sanctus Marty Hennis
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The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.



The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 363
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP p. 364
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

COMMUNION MUSIC Nothing But The Blood
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Worthy, You Are Worthy

Wor - thy__ wou are wor - thy  King of kings, Lord of lords, you are wor - thy__
Ho - lyw you are Ho - ly King of kings Lord of lords, you are Ho__ ly
Je - sus, _ you are Je - sus__ King of kings, Lord of lords, you are Je - sus__
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Ho__ ly_ youare Ho _ ly King of kings, Lord of lords, I wor ship youl
Je - sus___ youare dJe - sus___ King of kings Lord of lords, I wor - ship you!
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 365

Celebrant and People, standing.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world
in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant blesses the people.

THE PARTING SONG Grace To You Mark Blankenship
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through your life in joy or  strife, Gods grace = God’s grace to you.
through your life in joy  or__ strife, God’s peace God’s peace to you.
DISMISSAL
Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please join us for Sunday School after the service!

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under One
License #A-731767. Music images with permission under CCLI license #22735000. All rights reserved.




The Rev. Dr. Kristine Blaess, Rector
The Rev. Michael Whitnah, Associate Rector
The Rev. Josh Wilson, Pastoral Resident
Worship Team: Joyce Adkins, Susan McDaniel, Steve Craver, Marty Hennis
Lector: Tom Washer
Intercessor: Jennifer Groth
Chalice Bearers: David Green, Jennifer Groth
Prayer Team: Kim Baumann, Janet Arning
Acolytes: John Gamble, James Wood, Kinsley Nix, Emory Nix
Ushers: Fant Smith, Ted Goodman
Altar Guild: Gina Garner, Barbara Collins, Victoria Atamer, lone Smith
Flowers by the Flower Guild

FLOWER DEDICATION

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of
the 1% birthday of my granddaughter, Annie Caroline Kemp, by Barbara Sullivan.

PRAYER CONCERNS

For those with cancer: Anna Dean, Betsy, Dennis, Doug, Earl, Jeff, Leigh, Lois, Mandy, Margaret, Mandy, Mark,
Marsha, Mary Beth, Matt, Molly, Pat, Sage, Sandy, Sherry, Tim, Todd, Trevor, and Zanie.

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, and Katarina.

For those healing from surgery: James, and Edward.

For those with disabilities, their families, and their caregivers.

For those experiencing mental health issues.

For those with other needs: Aiden, Alyssa, Andrew, Bernice, Bob, Byrena, Cleo, Crystal, Dan, David, Dean Family,
Ensi, Jane, Emily, Erika, Fulton Family, Greg, Hannah, Henry, Hope, Jack, Jennifer, Jerry, Joe, Kandace, Kim, Kiffin,
Lisa, Marcie, Marian, Martha, Melissa, Miranda, Morris, Natalie, Nicole, Pam, Patrick, Poston, Rylan, Sarah, Theresa,
Tim, the Stewart family, Vanessa, Waylon, and Zach.

For those imprisoned, including: Charlie, Corinio, Gregory, Joe, Michael, Tyrone, and Tyler.

For those experiencing homelessness, including: Adrienne, Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri,
Jessica, Joe, Kanesha, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Leanna, Lonetria, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, Tiffany, and

Trista.

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Christian, Evan,
Gaven, Grace, Jeffrey, Josh, Nate, Topher, Trevor, Sean, Walker, and Zachary.



SUNDAY WORSHIP

e 7:30 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite I, Gospel Piano
e 8:30a.m.-12:30 p.m. | Nursery available
o 8:45a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite 11, Ancient and Modern
o Children’s Church, Parish Hall, 2nd floor
e 10:00 a.m. | Christian Education
o Rector’s Forum and Parents’ Group | A Taste of Alpha; Parish Hall, 1st floor
o Catechesis of the Good Shepherd | Kindergarten and 1st graders, Atrium Level I; 2nd and 3rd graders,
Atrium Level Il; 4th and 5th graders, Atrium Level Il1; Parish Hall, 2nd floor
o Youth Sunday School
= Middle School (CGS I1I1B) | Sewanee Room, Parish Hall, 2nd floor
= High School (Jesus” Sermon on the Mount) | Christian Education Rooms, Parish Hall, 1st floor
e 11:00 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite 11, Choir, Organ, and Livestream
e 5:00 p.m. | SNL, Youth Room, St. Margaret’s Hall, 2nd floor

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

e 7:00 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite I, St. Andrew’s Chapel
e 6:30 p.m. | Evening Prayer, St. Andrew’s Chapel

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our new seminarian, High Garst, arrives! | TODAY, Sunday, August 30

Many of you introduced yourselves to High when he worshipped with us back in April. High joins us after spending the
summer as an intern at Erlanger Medical Center in Chattanooga. He is so excited to learn and grow alongside the St.
Paul's community.

Welcome Melody Ford | Chorister’s Director

St. Paul’s is delighted to welcome Melody Ford as our new Choristers Director! Melody is an MTSU grad
and is in her 4th year of teaching in the Rutherford County School District. She has experience in all ages
of choir direction and currently runs the Rockvale Elementary School Choir. Additionally, she has been
serving as a section leader in the St. Paul's choir for a year. Choristers is a wonderful opportunity for our
children (K-5th grade) to learn foundational skills in music and singing as well as a deeper appreciation of
our Episcopal tradition. Weekly rehearsals for the fall begin on Wednesday, September 9, from 5:00-5:45 p.m. Contact
Melody to sign up! Melody.Ford@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Choir rehearsals resume! | Wednesday, September 9, 7:00 pm; Choir room, Parish Hall, 2nd floor

As the Fall 2026 season begins, we are excited to have Cameron Roberts leading the choir! If you are interested in
sharing your musical gifts and talents, you are encouraged to send an email to
Cameron.Roberts@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

A Taste of Alpha | TODAY, August 30, 10:00 a.m.; Parish Hall
What is Alpha? Why should I attend? Why should I invite someone to attend? Here's your chance to get
answers to all your questions! Join us to learn more.

@ Alpha—What’s coming? | Sundays, starting September 13, 5:00-7:00 p.m.; Parish Hall -
Alpha is a series of group conversations that explore our faith in a friendly, welcoming + : "')Eg,]
environment. Sessions start September 13. Have you registered to attend? Know someone you’d like to . __3," 3
invite to attend? How about volunteering to help? More information is available in the narthex and on the L £ %
church website. e

Young Adult Group | TODAY, August 30, 5:00 p.m.; Christian Ed rooms, Parish Hall, 1st floor

St Paul's young adult group is back! If you are an undergrad, a grad student, just out of high school, in trade school, a
young person between 18 and 25 still deciding where life will take you, any or all of these, please join us Sunday evenings
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. for a meal and spiritual reflection. For more information please contact Fr. Josh Wilson at:
josh.wilson@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.



mailto:Melody.Ford@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org
mailto:Cameron.Roberts@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org
mailto:josh.wilson@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org

Men’s Club | Thursday, September 3, 5:30 p.m. fellowship, 6:00 p.m. dinner; Parish Hall
Tommy Malcolm will bring pulled pork and buns for the entrée. Please bring a side dish to share. Contact Tommy at 615-
308-3248 for suggestions.

|y UPCOMING CONCERT! | Sunday, September 13, 3:30 p.m.; Hinton Hall, MTSU
St. Paul's own, Stephen Smith, is planning his retirement next year from MTSU where he has been a
Professor of Voice in the School of Music for many years. He is performing a farewell concert on
Sunday, September 13, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. in Hinton Hall (1439 Faulkinberry Drive) on the MTSU
Campus. The concert is free! Stephen is a beloved long-time member of the choir at St. Paul's and has
~ cordially invited our congregation to attend. In addition, his special guest for this concert is Keith
Sorrels on Oboe. Keith is also a parishioner at St. Paul's and dear friend of the Music Ministry. Works being performed on
the vocal music program will include Ralph Vaughan Williams, Schumann, Bizet, and Gounod, and Puccini. Be sure to
mark your calendar for this wonderful concert event! Let's have St. Paul's people show up to support Stephen and enjoy
this extraordinary singer and his beautiful music! A great way to spend a fall Sunday afternoon!

Semi-Annual Business Meeting Update

The Semi-Annual Business Meeting was an informative presentation of church programs, along with the supporting
financial pro forma overview for the next three years. If you missed the meeting, you can access links to Dr. Blaess' parish
insights and our treasurer, Don Whitfield's, presentation slides in the weekly eNewsletter.

Christian Education | Sunday, September 6
Christian Education will not meet and will resume September 13.

Office Closure | Monday, September 7
The parish office will be closed in observance of Labor Day.

Ladies' Night Out | Thursday, September 10, 5:30 p.m.; 2240 Shannon Drive (enter through gate at bottom of drive)
Join us for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship. If your day permits, bring your favorite beverage and an item to share.
Contact Libby at 615-545-0220 if you have questions.

Senior Brown Bag Lunch | Tuesday, September 15, 11:30 a.m.; Parish Hall
Seniors, come together on the third Tuesday of each month. Bring your lunch and share in fellowship and the occasional
craft!

Serve in Worship

As we gear up for the start of a new program year, you may be thinking of ways in which you would like to more actively
participate in our worship services. St. Paul's provides many opportunities for us to use our gifts and help others connect
with God. If you are interested in serving on one of our worship teams or have any questions, please contact the
appropriate team leader listed below. You may also visit our website for more detailed information about each team:

Serve as an Acolyte: contact George Carlson, at VistanTN@BenLomand.net or 931-307-9094 call/text.
Serve as an Usher: contact Mary Probert at ushers@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org, or 615-743-5693 call/text.
Serve on the Altar Guild: contact Gina Garner at altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Serve on the Flower Guild/Junior Flower Guild: contact Sudi Luboniecki at sudi624@gmail.com.
Serve on the Intercessory Prayer Team: contact Kristi Hay at ianandkristihay@gmail.com.

Serve on the Tech Team: contact Adam Thrash at tech.team@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Serve as a member of the Choir: contact Cameron.Roberts@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Our youngest musicians may wish to join Choristers: contact Melody.Ford@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Offering
To make an offering online with your debit/credit card, scan the QR code with your smart phone camera. A link ?%@
will appear, click on it to open our website's giving page. You can select the fund you want to give to (i.e. Sl
pledge fulfillment, general offering, CONNECT, etc.) and leave a note in the memo line, if desired. Text giving

is also available, text GIVESTPAULS along with giving amount to 73256 (ex., GIVESTPAULS $10)
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