
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forming People into the Body of Christ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Frontispiece of Bible Moralisee (Codex Vindobonensis 2554), God the Geometer, ca. 1250, Österreichische 

Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, Austria. 

 

ANCIENT AND MODERN WORSHIP 
 

Whether you have been attending St. Paul’s for years or this is your first time, we are glad you are here! We hope you’ll 

feel God in this place. In our church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion regardless of age or 

denomination. If you have not been baptized but would like to receive a blessing, just cross your arms over your chest 

when you come to the Altar Rail and the priest will know that you’d like to be blessed. If you would like to hear more 

from us or learn about getting connected, please fill out a visitor card that can be found in the pews and place it in the 

offering plate. 

 

The Nursery is open for children six weeks to 5 years old. Our trained nursery staff provide a safe, caring, and nurturing 

environment for your children. The Nursery is through the doors at right side of the Nave (worship space). Children’s 

Church is a liturgical worship experience especially for children ages 3 ½ through 8. It is located upstairs, just off the 

elevator. An usher will be happy to help you find your way! Children are also more than welcome to remain for the entire 

service. Feel free to decide what works best for your family. 

If you are new to the Episcopal Church, you may find parts of the service unfamiliar – that is perfectly fine! Many of us 

did not grow up in this tradition but were drawn to the way that our worship feels ancient and yet still relevant today. 

Everything you need for the service is in this bulletin. You’ll notice that we draw from the Book of Common Prayer 

(BCP) and Hymnal. These are found in the pew rack and you’re welcome to use them!  

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 

PROPER 13 
— 

8:45 A.M.  |  AUGUST 2, 2026 

— 



 

The Word of God 
 

 

PRELUDE He Is Our Peace arr. Hennis 

 Nancy Bieschke, flute 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN Christ for the world we sing (verses 1 and 4) Moscow 

The people stand.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

OPENING ACCLAMATION   BCP p. 355 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE Fill This Place David Baroni 

 

 
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without your 

help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31 

The people sit. 

 
22The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the 

Jabbok.23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a 

man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 

socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 

“Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 

humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask 

my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and 

yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
 



 

PSALM Psalm 17:1-7, 16 

 

ANTIPHON 

 
  

1Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord; 

give heed to my cry; * 

 listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 
2Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 

 let your eyes be fixed on justice. ANTIPHON 

 
3Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 

 melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
4I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 

 I have heeded the words of your lips. ANTIPHON 

 
5My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 

 in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 
6I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 

 incline your ear to me and hear my words. ANTIPHON 

 
7Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 

 O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 

 from those who rise up against them. 
16But at my vindication I shall see your face; * 

 when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. ANTIPHON 

 

 

 

GOSPEL SONG Center Of My Joy Richard Smallwood 

The people stand. 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-31 

 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
13Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from 

the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it 

was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away 

so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you 

give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring 

them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 

looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And 

those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

THE SERMON 

The people sit. 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED   BCP p. 358 

The people stand. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   BCP p. 392 

The people kneel or stand. The leader and people pray responsively. 

 

Leader  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence. 

 

Leader  For all people in their daily life and work;  

People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

 

Leader  For this community, the nation, and the world;  

People  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 



 

Leader  For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

Leader  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

Leader  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

Leader  For Sarah Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean our Presiding Bishop, and John our Bishop; and for all bishops 

  and other ministers; 

People  For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

Leader  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence is kept.  The People may add their own petitions as the Leader adds the collected petitions of the Congregation. 

 

Leader  Hear us, Lord; 

People  For your mercy is great. 

 

Leader  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence is kept.  The People may add their own thanksgivings. 

 

Leader  We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

Leader  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence is kept.  The People may add their own petitions as the Leader adds the collected petitions of the Congregation. 

 

Leader  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People  Who put their trust in you. 

 

The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  BCP p. 359 

 

Priest  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE    BCP p. 360 

The people stand. 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 



 

The Holy Communion 
 

 

OFFERTORY Still, Still With Thee Fred Gramann 

Harrison Bieschke, soloist 

Nancy Bieschke, flute 

 

Still, still with thee, when purple morning breaketh, When the bird waketh, and the shadows flee; 

Fairer than morning, lovelier than daylight, Dawns the sweet consciousness; I am with thee. 

 

Alone with thee, amid the mystic shadows, The hush of nature newly born; 

Alone with thee in breathless adoration, in the calm dew and freshness of the morn. 

 

Still, still with thee, As to each newborn morning, A fresh and solemn splendor still is giv'n, 

So does this blessed consciousness, awaking, Breathe each day nearness unto thee and heav'n. 

 

So, shall it beat last in that bright morning, When the soul waketh and life's shadows flee; 

O in that hour, fairer than daylight dawning, Shall rise the glorious thought; I am with thee. 

 

 

NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION:  All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or 

denomination. When you come to the altar rail, you may kneel or stand. Those who have not been baptized are welcome 

to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request. 

 

 

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 380 

The people stand. 

 

 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  BCP p. 361 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth.  [Here a Proper Preface is said]. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 

ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 



 

Celebrant and People Sanctus Marty Hennis 

 

 
 

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 

offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 

and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   BCP p. 363 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

  



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   BCP p. 364 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC He Is Our Peace 

 

 
 

  

Change My Heart, Oh God 

 

 
 

  

 

Hallelujah 

 

 
 

 



 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  BCP p. 365 

 

Celebrant and People, standing. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world 

in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

 

 

THE PARTING SONG Grace To You Mark Blankenship 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

 

Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please join us for a time of fellowship in the Parish Hall after the service! 

 

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under One 

License #A-731767. Music images with permission under CCLI license #22735000. All rights reserved. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Kristine Blaess, Rector 

The Rev. Michael Whitnah, Associate Rector 

The Rev. Josh Wilson, Pastoral Resident 

Worship Team: Joyce Adkins, Nancy Bieschke, David Rowe, Marty Hennis 

Lectors: Tom Washer 

Intercessor: Joyce Adkins 

Chalice Bearers: Kim Baumann, David Green 

Acolytes: George Carlson, Harper Marsh 

Ushers: Tom Washer, Bill Hooper 

Altar Guild: Gina Garner, Jim Calder, Holly Cunningham, Krystal Marsh, Macie Peek, Mary Hooper 

Flowers by the Flower Guild 

 

 

FLOWER DEDICATION 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God.   

  

 



 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

For those with cancer: Betsy, Dennis, Doug, Earl, Jeff, Leigh, Lois, Margaret, Mark, Marsha, Mary Beth, Matt, Molly, 

Pat, Sage, Sandy, Scott, Sherry, Tim, Todd, Trevor, and Zanie.   

 

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, Katarina, and Mandy.   

  

For those healing from surgery:  Andie, Daniella, Heather, James, Melissa, and Shawn.     

 

For those with disabilities, their families, and their caregivers. 

 

For those experiencing mental health issues.  

 

For those with other needs: Aiden, Alyssa, Bernice, Buddy, Byrena, Cleo, Crystal, Dan, David, Jane, Emily, Erika, 

Greg, the DeHart, Kingsley, & Wells Families, Hannah, Henry, Jack, Jerry, Joe, Kaitlyn, Kandace, Kim, Lisa, Madison, 

Marcie, Mark, Marian, Miranda, Morgan, Nicole, Pam, Poston, Rhonda, Rylan, Sarah, Terry, Vanessa, Waylon, and Zach.   

 

For those imprisoned including: Charlie, Corinio, Gregory, Joe, Michael, Tyrone, and Tyler.  

 

For those experiencing homelessness including: Adrienne, Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri, 

Jessica, Joe, Kanesha, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Leanna, Lonetria, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, Tiffany, and 

Trista.  

 

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Evan, Gaven,  

Grace, Jeffrey, Josh, Nate, Topher, Trevor, and Sean.  

 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

• 7:30 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite I, Gospel Piano 

• Nursery available 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

• 8:45 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite II, Ancient and Modern 

o Children’s Church 

• Christian Education resumes Sunday, August 9, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

• 11:00 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite II, Choir, Organ, and Livestream 

 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

• 7:00 a.m. | Holy Eucharist Rite II, St. Andrew’s Chapel 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Food Drive | Deliver your donations TODAY!  

Please return your red cloth bags holding your donations. Items needed are canned protein, pasta and tomato sauce, fruit 

cups, energy bars, baking goods, and snacks. Monetary donations can be made, as well. Make checks payable to St. Paul's 

Episcopal Church with "Foodbank” in the memo line or donate online through Realm. 

 

Men's Club | Thursday, August 6, 5:30 p.m. fellowship, 6:00 p.m. dinner; Parish Hall 

Join us for a time of fellowship. Tom Washer will grill hamburgers/cheeseburgers with buns. Contact Tom (615-519-

3306) for your side dish suggestions. 

 

Ladies’ Night | Thursday, August 13, 5:30 p.m.; 2240 Shannon Drive (enter through gate at bottom of drive) 

Join us for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship. If your day permits, bring your favorite beverage and an item to share. 

Contact Libby at 615-545-0220 if you have questions. 



 

 

Together We Build | Saturday, August 15 | 738 E. Castle Street 

This Summer, St. Paul’s will once again participate in a Habitat for Humanity event. Come volunteer with us 

on Saturday, August 15, as we join our neighboring faith communities to assemble the components for a 

beautiful house for a new Habitat homeowner. First Baptist Church on Castle Street will host the Panel Build, 

and this year we will add an additional partner. We hope you can all come help us welcome Believer’s Faith Fellowship to 

the build. The build will take place in the side parking lot at First Baptist, 738 E. Castle Street, beginning at 8 a.m. Shifts 

are one hour long, with an additional 30 minutes for orientation. And the bonus...there’s plenty of shade at the build site. 

Please scan the QR code or use the link in the eBlast to sign up.  

 

Make-A-Will Sunday | August 16 

As Episcopalians, we are reminded that we have a responsibility to instruct our people to make wills while 

they are in health, arranging their earthly affairs with intention and care. True stewardship means recognizing 

that everything we have is a gift from God, entrusted to us for a reason. This August, to help us step into this 

calling with peace of mind, parishes throughout the diocese are observing Make-A-Will Sunday. On August 

16, our very own Dr. Keith Gamble, Jack O. Weatherford Chair of Finance and professor in the Jones College 

of Business at MTSU, will lead a class during Christian Education. He will discuss why writing a will is a 

practical act of love for your family and a deeply faithful exercise of stewardship as it removes the burden of 

uncertainty from those you love and ensures your values are clearly reflected. To support parishioners in 

taking this important step, St. Paul’s has partnered with FreeWill. This secure, user-friendly online resource 

lets you create or update your will at no cost. As you use this tool to protect your family, we softly invite you 

to consider how a legacy gift can protect the future of our parish. Naming St. Paul’s in your estate plans costs 

nothing today, but it ensures that our worship, music, formations, and outreach ministries will remain vibrant in 

Murfreesboro for generations to come. 

 

Serve in Worship 

As we gear up for the start of a new program year, you may be thinking of ways in which you would like to more actively 

participate in our worship services. St. Paul's provides many opportunities for us to use our gifts and help others connect 

with God. If you are interested in serving on one of our worship teams or have any questions, please contact the 

appropriate team leader listed below. You may also visit our website for more detailed information about each team: 

 

• Serve as an Acolyte: contact George Carlson, Verger and Acolyte Master, at VistanTN@BenLomand.net or 931-

307-9094 (call/text). 

• Serve as an Usher: contact ushers@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org, or call/text Mary Probert at 615-743-5693.  

• Serve on the Altar Guild: contact Gina Garner at altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org for questions. 

• Serve on the Flower Guild/Junior Flower Guild: contact Sudi Luboniecki at sudi624@gmail.com, or speak with 

her on Sunday mornings. 

• Serve on the Tech Team: contact Adam Thrash at tech.team@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org. 

• Serve as a member of the Choir: contact music@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org. 

• Our youngest musicians may wish to join Choristers: contact music@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org. 

 

Offering  

To make an offering online with your debit/credit card, scan the QR code with your smart phone camera. A link 

will appear, click on it to open our website's giving page. You can select the fund you want to give to (i.e. 

pledge fulfillment, general offering, CONNECT, etc.) and leave a note in the memo line, if desired. Text giving 

is also available, text GIVESTPAULS along with giving amount to 73256 (ex., GIVESTPAULS $10) 

 

https://stpaulsmurfreesboro.org/worship/serve-in-worship/
mailto:VistanTN@BenLomand.net
mailto:ushers@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org
mailto:altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org
mailto:sudi624@gmail.com
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