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EPISCOPAL®-CHURCH -

Forming People into the Body of Christ

ANCIENT AND MODERN WORSHIP

Whether you have been attending St. Paul’s for years or this is your first time, we are glad you are here! We hope you’ll
feel God in this place. In our church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion regardless of age or
denomination. If you have not been baptized but would like to receive a blessing, just cross your arms over your chest
when you come to the Altar Rail and the priest will know that you’d like to be blessed. If you would like to hear more
from us or learn about getting connected, please fill out a visitor card that can be found in the pews and place it in the
offering plate.

The Nursery is open for children six weeks to 5 years old. Our trained nursery staff provide a safe, caring, and nurturing
environment for your children. The Nursery is through the doors at right side of the Nave (worship space). Children’s
Church is a liturgical worship experience especially for children ages 3 ¥ through 8. It is located upstairs, just off the
elevator. An usher will be happy to help you find your way! Children are also more than welcome to remain for the entire
service. Feel free to decide what works best for your family.

If you are new to the Episcopal Church, you may find parts of the service unfamiliar — that is perfectly fine! Many of us
did not grow up in this tradition but were drawn to the way that our worship feels ancient and yet still relevant today.
Everything you need for the service is in this bulletin. You’ll notice that we draw from the Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) and Hymnal. These are found in the pew rack and you’re welcome to use them!



The Word of God

PRELUDE Step By Step

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENTRANCE HYMN
The people stand.

The Church’s One Foundation (verses 1 & 2)

arr. Hennis

Hymnal 525
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1 The Church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christher Lord;
2 E - lect from ev - ery a - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der men see her sore op - pressed,
4 Mid toil and tri - bu - la - tion, and tu-mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth hath un - ion with God, the Three in One,
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1 she is his new cre a - tion by wa - ter and the word:
2 her char -ter of sal - va-tion, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
3 by schi-sms rent a - sun-der, by her - e - sies dis - tressed;
4 she waits the con-sum - ma-tion of peace for ev - er - more;
5 and mys - tic sweet com - mun-ion with those whose rest is wor.
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1 from heaven he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
2 one ho - ly Name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
3 yet saints their watch are  keep -ing, their cry goes up, “How long?”
4 till with the vi - sion glo-rious her long-ing eyes are blessed,
5 O hap - py ones and ho - ly! Lord, give us grace that we
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1 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
2 and to one hope she press - es, with ev-ery grace en - dued.
3 and soon the night of  weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
4 and the great Church vic - to - rious shall be the Church at  rest.
5 like them, the meek and low - ly, on highmay dwell with thee.
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OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP p. 355

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluial

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE Awesome God Rich Mullins
Step By Step
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Our God 1s an awe - some God He reigns from heav - en a - bove with
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wis dom__  powr and love; Our God is an awe - some God!
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Oh God, you are my_ God, and I will ev - er pra - ise you! Oh
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God, you are my__  God, and I will ev - er pra-ise you! I will
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seek you 1in the morn - ing, and I will learn to walk in your ways and
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step by step you"ll lead__ me, and I will fol-low you all of my__ days!



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way,
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Peter 2:2-10
The people sit.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is
precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”,
And “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

The verses will be read. The congregation joins in singing the antiphon.
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You have re - deemed_—_ me, (0] Lorp, O God of truth.
1 In you, O Lord, have | taken refuge; 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
let me never be put to shame; * for you have redeemed me,
deliver me in your righteousness. O Lord, O God of truth.
2 Incline your ear to me; * 15 My times are in your hand; *
make haste to deliver me. ANTIPHON rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, and from those who persecute me.
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. and in your loving-kindness save me. ANTIPHON
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for

me, *
for you are my tower of strength. ANTIPHON



GOSPEL SONG Jesus, Draw Me Close Rick Founds
The people stand.
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GOSPEL John 14:1-14

The Gospel is proclaimed from among the people.

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him,
“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then
believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. | will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

The people sit.



THE NICENE CREED BCP p. 358
We stand and profess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE BCP p. 388
The people stand or kneel.
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and
serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and
to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring
them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE CONFESSION BCP p. 360
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept. Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

The people stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY As The Deer
Delaney Renz, flute

BCP p. 360

arr. Hennis

NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION: All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or
denomination. When you come to the altar rail, you may kneel or stand. Those who have not been baptized are welcome
to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are
available upon request. We would love to pray for you; if you desire individual prayers, please go to the intercessory

prayer team at the back of the church after you receive communion.

DOXOLOGY
The people stand.

Lasst uns erfreuen
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; Praise Him, all crea - tures here be -
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING BCP p. 367

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is
the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People Sanctus Marty Hennis
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Ho - san - na ho - san - na, Ho - san - na ho - san - na, Ho -

-san - na in the high est!

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of
Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,



Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with Paul all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,

now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

BCP p. 363

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP p. 364

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

COMMUNION MUSIC As The Deer | Change My Heart, O God | In My Life Lord, Be Glorified
e
% d - - d '] 1 .dl.‘ 1| & 1 - -! | . - 1

As the deer pant - eth for the wat - ter so my soul long - eth af ter thee
5
ﬁ | i I  E— | Y e —— ]  — i 7 § H m‘
i S — — — — - — Y 1T

(gﬂ-—‘—‘ﬂ—;—i—‘iﬁ}i‘_‘ . . T e 1 I ] m——

You a - lone are my heart’s de-sire_ and I long to wor - ship you You a - lone are my
10

A 1 'l 1 1 1
e e e e e e e e e e e
D, A - T
strength my shield; to you a - lone may my spi - rit yield You a - lone are my
15

[a}
#‘ n K [ T—— — .Y T r — ¥ H
tHD— H = 5 f f 1 o ' B — € H
J & ’ v 4 - ¢ o &

heart’s de sire__ and 1 long to wor ship you!



" 1 " Il
| o | 1 I

==c—c=———r——c==——r—=—=————
| I ] —* - | P=N | . =i
Change my heart O  God, Make it ev - er  true. Change my heart, O  God,
7 |_3_|
r r— n T TT T } T } T } i P——
3 ' — { [ = R — e — % = 5l ——]
=i 1 Il [ o | | W) 1 - | 1
e - I ! 4 —
May I be like you. You are the Pot - ter I am the clay
i : T f i T i X i 1 | ] n
1 - | mm | . | F ] | | || Il |
:@ T | W i—P—FP " Py
=i I [ - 1 1T r ) O
g) ~ | I Y ™™
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.
ﬁ T f  — } - fr— n —¢  — m - }  — f ]
I | —1 I — I I t — 1 I f T | —1 I 1
! [ 1 | [ | = - | | | [ | | & |
71 7 @ y——— & L = = 7 |

d A= A=
In my life Lord be glo - ri - fied, be glo - ri - fied. In my life Lord
In  Your Church Lord be glo - ri - fied, be glor - ri - fied. In Your Church Lord

] 1 I L

b 1 | | | Y

il | | 1 Al
- - I

[
d - .I %]
be glo - ri - fied to - day!

be glo - ri - fied to - day!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 366
Celebrant and People, standing.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and
Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members
of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant gives the blessing.

THE PARTING SONG Blessed Assurance LEVAS 44
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DISMISSAL

Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Please join us for coffee in the Parish Hall, and for Sunday School
for all ages beginning at 10:00 a.m.

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission
under One License #A-731767. Music images with permission under CCLI license #22735000. All rights reserved.

The Rev. Dr. Kristine Blaess, Rector
The Rev. Michael Whitnah, Associate Rector
The Rev. Funmi Odidi, Volunteer Priest Associate
The Rev. Josh Wilson, Pastoral Resident
Dr. Sean Vogt, Director of Music
Worship Team: Marty Hennis, Delaney Renz, Lisa Hennis, Steve Craver
Lector: Alice Gibson
Intercessor: Tom Washer
Chalice Bearer: Kim Baumann, Steve Luboniecki
Prayer Team: Joyce Adkins, Kim Baumann
Acolytes: George Carlson, Harper Marsh
Ushers: Fant Smith, Caroline Stewart
Altar Guild: Jim Calder, Holly Cunningham, Krystal Marsh, Macie Peek, Mary Hooper
Flowers by the Flower Guild

FLOWER DEDICATION
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God.

PRAYER CONCERNS

For those with cancer: Albert, Dennis, Doug, Earl, Jeff, Leigh, Lois, Margaret, Mark, Marsha, Mary Beth, Matt, Maxine,
Molly, Pat, Sage, Sherry, Theresa, Tim, and Trevor.

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, Katarina, and Mandy.

For those healing from surgery: Aidan, Ashli, James, Jason, Kate, and Jim.
For those with disabilities, their families, and their caregivers.

For those experiencing mental health issues.

For those with other needs: Alyssa, Anna Dean, Bernice, Bobby, Byrena, Dan, David, Jane, Emily, Erika, Greg,
Hannah, Henry, Jack, Jerry, Kandace, Kim, Kristin, Lisa, Linda, Marcie, Marian, Martha, Miranda, Nicole, Poston, Sam,
Sarah, Vanessa, Waylon, and Zach.

For those imprisoned including: Abu-Ali, Charlie, Corinio, Gregory, Joe, Michael Tyrone, and Tyler.

For those experiencing homelessness including: Adrienne, Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri,
Jessica, Joe, Kanesha, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Leanna, Lonetria, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, Tiffany, and
Trista.

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Evan, Gaven,
Jeffrey, Josh, Kaitlin, Nate, Topher, Trevor, and Sean.


http://riteplanning.com/

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Last Sunday of Christian Education for the program year

e 10:00 a.m. | Christian Education
o Catechesis | Catechesis Rooms, Parish Hall, 2nd floor
o Parents' Group | Wise Room, Parish Hall, 2" floor
o Rector’s Forum | Parish Hall
o Youth Sunday School | Sewanee Room, Parish Hall, 2nd floor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Reminder from the Altar Guild
Ladies, before coming to the rail to receive the Eucharist, the Altar Guild gently reminds you to please blot your lipstick.
This helps us to keep the linens clean and stain-free.

Scatter Survey Update

Our church leadership attended the Scatter Conference this past week, where they learned more about our results and the
best way to share that information with all of you. We thank you for taking the time to participate in the Scatter Survey
earlier this year. Stay tuned!

Newcomers' Brunch | TODAY; Adult Christian Ed Rooms, Parish Hall, 1st floor

Newcomers, we are so pleased that you are here and want to get to know you. Please join Kristine+ and our newcomers
team for brunch, where we will have time to visit and share about St. Paul’s mission. Childcare will be provided in the
nursery. RSVP to Joyce Adkins at joyce.adkins@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Rector Sabbatical Quickly Approaching! | May 4-August 3, 2026

This will be the final Sunday service before our Rector, The Rev. Dr. Blaess, continues her well-deserved sabbatical,
returning to us in early August. She plans to visit her family in Montana and her husband’s family in Arizona, visit friends
in North Carolina, and, otherwise, lie low at home to catch up on reading and writing. We can’t wait to hear stories from
her time of renewal and rest when we welcome her back.

First Baptist Castle Street: The Gospel Above All Bible Study | Monday-Thursday, May 4-7 & 11-14, 6:30 p.m.-8:00
p.m. at Allen Chapel AME Church, 224 S. Maney Ave.

We have enjoyed the privilege of cultivating and strengthening our relationships with our Black sister churches in
downtown Murfreesboro, notably First Baptist Castle Street and Allen Chapel AME. Our brothers and sisters at First
Baptist have extended a generous invitation for us to partake in their two-week Teacher Certification Bible Study which
will be held at Allen Chapel. This eight-session Bible study will give you a fresh perspective on the supremacy of the
gospel over the trappings and temptations of modern society. Lead your group to a greater awareness and practice of
gospel culture, gospel mission, gospel renewal, and gospel unity. The lessons will be led by students of FBC’s Teacher
Certification 201 class. The deadline to register is April 27, or until the class is full. Please see the link in our weekly
e-newsletter to register. *Book purchase price is $21/person.

Men's Club | Thursday, May 7 | 5:30 p.m. fellowship; 6:00 p.m. dinner; Parish Hall
Join us for a time of fellowship. Contact Ken 631-920-5300 for side dish suggestions or any questions you may have.

Youth Sunday | Sunday, May 10; All services
We will celebrate Youth Sunday with youth leading worship in a variety of roles—including preachers, Peyton Owen and
Molly Bartsch. We will also recognize graduating seniors and those children transitioning from catechesis and choristers.

Offering

To make an offering online with your debit/credit card, scan the QR code with your smart phone camera. A
link will appear, click on it to open our website's giving page. You can select the fund you want to give to (i.e.
pledge fulfillment, general offering, CONNECT, etc.) and leave a note in the memo line, if desired. Text
giving is also available, text GIVESTPAULS to 73256 (ex., GIVESTPAULS $100).
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