
 

 

 

 

 
Forming People into the Body of Christ 
 

 

                                    The Word of God 
 

 

PRELUDE | Improvisation on “Franconia”                             Sean Vogt 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN | Blest Are the Pure in Heart (Franconia)                                    Hymnal 656 

The people stand.          

 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. BCP p. 355 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says the following prayer 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

GLORIA | Angels we have heard on high (Gloria)  Hymnal 96 
 

Organ only  Angels we have heard on high singing sweetly through the night, 

   and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight 
 

Congregation  Gloria in excelsis Deo. [sing the next line softly. You are the mountains echoing in reply] 

  (softly) Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

The Celebrant prays the Collect  

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of 

your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

FIRST LESSON                                          Micah 6:1-8 

The people sit. 

 

Hear what the Lord says: “Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you 

mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his 

people, and he will contend with Israel. O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered 

him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord. ‘With what shall I come 
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before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 

old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.              

 

 

           

PSALM                   Psalm 15 | Charles Hubert Hastings Parry 
Sung by the Choir. 
 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things shall never be overthrown. 
 

 
SECOND LESSON               1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who 

are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 

wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers 

and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that 

are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for 

us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one 

who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN | There’s a wideness in God’s mercy (St. Helena)                 Hymnal 469 

The people stand. Verses 1 - 2 before the Gospel; verse 3 after the Gospel.  

 

 

THE GOSPEL             Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he 

began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 

are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 

mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 



account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.” 

 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

 

THE SERMON 

The people sit. 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED   BCP p. 358 

The people stand. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  BCP p. 387 

The people kneel or stand. The Leader and people pray responsively. 
 

Leader  Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People  That we all may be one. 
 

Leader  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader  We pray for all bishops, especially Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury elect, Sean our Presiding Bishop,  

  and John our bishop, and for all priests, and deacons; 

People  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially Donald our  

  President, and Bill our Governor; 

People  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader  Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence. The Leader and People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 



CONFESSION OF SIN  BCP p. 359 
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE    BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

 

OFFERTORY | For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter  

 

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: “Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.” 
 

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 

sun and moon and stars of light: “Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.” 
 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,friends on earth, and friends above, 

for all gentle thoughts and mild: “Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.” 
 

For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given, graces human and divine, 

flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n: “Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.” 
 

 [Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), “For the beauty of the earth” (1864)] 

 

 

THE DOXOLOGY                      Hymnal 380 v. 3 

The people stand. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  BCP p. 372 

 

The Celebrant says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

  



The Celebrant proceeds  

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 

inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them 

with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before 

you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 

them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,  

   

SANCTUS (Richard Proulx)     S 125 

 

 
 

The People stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your 

own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all 

your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy 

you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 

and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of 

time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, 

yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To 

fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation 

new. And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his 

own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.  

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the 

world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 

you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 

Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his 

coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless 

you.  

 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 

and we pray to you, Lord our God.  

 



The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying 

them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and 

Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 

sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed 

by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. And grant that we may find our 

inheritance with Blessed Paul and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with 

them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor 

and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   BCP p. 364 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD    

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION:  All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or 

denomination. Those who have not been baptized are welcome to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing 

by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Intercessory prayer teams are 

available to pray with you at the back of the nave. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN | Abide with me (Eventide)                            Hymnal 662 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   BCP p. 366 

The people kneel or stand. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 

your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 

and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

The Priest gives the blessing. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN | Rejoice, ye pure in heart (Marion)                                      Hymnal 556 

The people stand.    

 

 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the People with these words 

  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE | All’ offertorio                               Domenico Zipoli 
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Technical Team: Ashley Heren, Matt Uhles 

Flowers by the Flower Guild 

 
 

FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in praise and thanksgiving for Lillian Miles 99th birthdayby her 

family, Jeanne and Wayne Potter. 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

For those with cancer: Dennis, Earl, Jeff, Katarina, Leigh, Lois, Margaret, Mark, Marsha, Mary Beth, Matt, Maxine, 

Molly, Pat, Sage, Sharon, Sherry,Terry,Tim, and Trevor.  

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, and Mandy. 

For those healing from surgery: Chris, James,and Linda. 

For those with disabilities, their families, and their caregivers. 

For those experiencing mental health issues. 

For those with other needs: Alyssa, Beverly, Bernice,Beth, Bobby, Chuck, Dan, Edmund, Elsie, Grace, Jane,  Emily, 

Erika, Hannah, Henry, Jack, Jennifer, Jerry, Kim, Kristin, Linda, Lisa, Marcie Martha, Miranda, Morris, Nicole, Patricia, 

Regina, Trinity, Vanessa, Waylon, and Zach.  

For those imprisoned including: Abu-Ali, Charlie, Corinio, Gregory,Joe, and Michael. 

For those experiencing homelessness including: Adrienne, Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri, 

Jessica, Joe, Kanesha, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura,Leanna, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, Tiffany, and Trista. 

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Evan, Jeffrey, 

Josh, Kaitlin, Topher, Trevor, and Sean. 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE THIS SUNDAY 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite I, 7:30 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 8:45 a.m. 

Children’s Church, 8:45 a.m. 

Christian Education, 10:00a.m. 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

10:00 a.m. for all ages 
 

• Rector’s Forum: A Taste of Catechesis | TODAY | Parish Hall 

Led by Cindy Guevart and Youth 

• Annual Congregational Meeting | February 8 | Nave 

• Catechesis: Atrium I (Age 3-Kindergarten), Atrium II (Grades 1-3), & Atrium III (Grades 4-5) | Parish Hall, 2nd floor 

• Youth Christian Education | Grades 6 and up | Sewanee Room, Parish Hall, 2nd floor 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

WORSHIP:  
 

St. Paul’s has returned to three Sunday Services | 7:30 a.m. Rite I with Gospel Piano | 8:45 a.m. Rite II with blended 

music and children’s church | 11:00 a.m. Rite II with choir, organ, and livestream. 
 

Additional needs for service in Worship: 

• Serve as an Acolyte: contact George Carlson, Verger and Acolyte Master, at VistanTN@BenLomand.net or 931-

307-9094 (voice or text). 

• Serve as an Usher: contact us at ushers@stpaulsmurfressboro.org, or call/text Mary Probert at 615-743-5693. 

• Serve on the Altar Guild: contact Gina Garner at altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org for questions. 

• Join the Flower Guild: contact Sudi Luboniecki at sudi624@gmail.com, or speak with her on Sunday mornings. 

• Serve on the Tech Team: contact Dixie Groutt at dgroutt@gmail.com. 

• Children’s Choir: contact Amanda O’Connor atamandalee444@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

 

FELLOWSHIP: 
 

Young Adults Small Group | beginning Monday, February 9 | 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | Home of Josh and Jan Wilson 

If you are 18-25, join us on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month for small group gathering, including dinner and 

followed by prayer discussion and a short reading. Please contact Jan or Josh Wilson for the address: Jan, 716-713-0352; 

Josh, 315-269-7262 or josh.wilson@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org. Other meeting dates will include March 9, 23; April 13, 27; 

and May 11, 25.  
 

Men's Club | Thursday, February 5 | 5:30 p.m. | Parish Hall 

Join us! Jeff James will bring fried chicken for the entree. Please contact Jeff (615-207-4699) with side dish suggestions. 
 

Soup Supper | beginning Wednesday, February 18 | 5:30 p.m. | Parish Hall  

Together we will enjoy a potluck soup supper while the clergy lead us in reflection and discussion on Resting in the 

Cross. Programming for adults, youth and children begins at 6:10 p.m. Nursery will be available. On Ash Wednesday, the 

soup supper starts immediately after the service. 

 

PRAYER:  
 

Evening Prayer | Wednesdays | 5:00 p.m. | St. Andrew's Chapel 

In Evening Prayer, we proclaim the glorious works of God in history and in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, as we respond with praise, penitence, prayer, and obedience. Please join us. 
 

“Listening with St. Benedict.” | Wednesday, February 11 | 5:30-7:00 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Chapel   

Lauren Whitnah, PhD., returns to St. Paul’s! The Dean and President of Nashotah House Theological Seminary leads our 

presentation (with lots of time for Q&A). We will begin with optional Evening Prayer at 5:00 p.m. in the Chapel, 

followed by a simple dinner at 5:30 p.m., and the talk begins around 5:45 p.m. Please RSVP to Fr. Michael 

(michael.whitnah@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org) so we can plan for food.  
 

Cancer Support Group | Tuesday, January 27 | 5:30-6:30 p.m. | Virtual on Zoom (see the eBlast for the link) 

If you or a loved one have been affected by cancer, please join us on the 4th Tuesday of each month. We gather in prayer 

and in support of each other and offer a place to honestly and lovingly explore how cancer impacts us physically, 

emotionally, and spiritually. We would love to walk together on your journey. 

 

STEWARDSHIP: 
 

Offering  

To make an offering online with your debit/credit card, scan the QR code with your smart phone camera. A 

link will appear, click on it to open our website's giving page. You can select the fund you want to give to 

(i.e., pledge fulfillment, general offering, CONNECT, etc.) and even leave a note in the memo line, if desired.  
 

Text Giving  

Contributors can text GIVESTPAULS to 73256, followed by their gift amount, to give online through text. Messages and 

data rates may apply. Message frequency varies. Text HELP to 73256 for help. Text STOP to 73256 to cancel (ex., 

GIVESTPAULS $100). 
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