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Forming People into the Body of Christ —

The Word of God

PRELUDE | Prelude on “Winchester New” arr. Malcolm Archer

ENTRANCE HYMN | On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry (Winchester New) Hymnal 76
The people stand.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. BCP p. 299
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant continues
There is one Body and one Spirit;

People There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant prays the Collect

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9
The people sit

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.” Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the
people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: “T am the Lord, | have called you in righteousness, | have taken you by
the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. |1 am the Lord, that is my name; my
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 29 | Hackett, Daw, Vogt
Verses sung by the choir, the congregation joins the antiphon.
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The voice of God is up on the wa ters.

!Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. ANTIPHON

3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
*The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; ANTIPHON

®he makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh. ANTIPHON

8The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
°And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” ANTIPHON

0The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
“The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. ANTIPHON

SECOND LESSON Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN | Lo! what a cloud of witnesses (ST. FULBERT) Hymnal 545

The people stand. Verses 1 - 3 before the Gospel; verses 4 - 5 after the Gospel.

THE GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON
The people sit.

THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES BCP p. 301
The people sit.

The Celebrant says
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and
younger children

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

Answer I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

Answer I do.

The people stand. The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People We will.

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.



THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT BCP 304

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the
prayers?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

People I will, with God's help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES

The Celebrant then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

A Person appointed leads the following petitions, first saying
Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.

People Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant concludes
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

The baptismal font is prepared. The Celebrant then blesses the water, first saying
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it
you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM
The congregation may be seated.

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then pours water upon the candidate saying
N., | baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Celebrant then places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using Chrism, and
saying
N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

A candle is lit from the Paschal Candle and presented to the family for each baptismal candidate.

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Celebrant prays over them, saying
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them

an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy
and wonder in all your works. Amen.



THE BAPTISMAL RESPONSE
When all have been baptized, the people stand.

Baptismal Response | Shawn Kirchner
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The Celebrant says
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People

Ten - der One

lead you

by the_hand.

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with

us in his eternal priesthood.

THE PEACE

Celebrant

People And also with you.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

BCP p. 308



The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY | Down in the River to Pray
The people sit.

As I went down in the river to pray studying about that good ol’ way
and who shall wear the starry crown? Good Lord, show me the way.
Oh, sisters let’s go down. Let’s go down, come on down.

Oh, sisters let’s go down. Down in the river to pray.

As I went down in the river to pray studying about that good ol’ way

And who shall wear the robe and crown? Good Lord, show me the way.

Oh, brothers let’s go down. Let’s go down, come on down.
Oh, brothers let’s go down. Down in the river to pray.

As I went down in the river to pray studying about that good ol’ way
and who shall wear the starry crown? Good Lord, show me the way.
Oh, fathers let’s go down. Let’s go down, come on down.

Oh, fathers let’s go down. Down in the river to pray.

As I went down in the river to pray studying about that good ol’ way

And who shall wear the robe and crown? Good Lord, show me the way.

Oh, mothers let’s go down. Let’s go down, come on down.
Oh, mothers let’s go down. Down in the river to pray.

Alison Krauss/Matthew Hodge

[attr. George H. Allan, “Slave Songs of the United States” (1867)]

THE DOXOLOGY
The people stand.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God the Father, praise the Son,
Praise God the Spirit, Three in One,

Alleluia, Alleluia,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Celebrant says
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Lasst uns erfreuen

BCP p. 372



The Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light
inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them
with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before
you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,
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The People stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To
fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation
new. And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his
own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling
Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his

coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless
you.



Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,

we give thanks to you,

and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying
them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed
by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. And grant that we may find our
inheritance with Blessed Paul and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with
them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor
and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 364
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION: All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or
denomination. Those who have not been baptized are welcome to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing
by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Intercessory prayer teams are
available to pray with you at the back of the nave.

COMMUNION HYMN | The Sinless One to Jordan Came (Solemnis haec festivitas) Hymnal 120

COMMUNION MOTET | Panis angelicus Claudio Casciolini

Panis angelicus

Fit panis hominum;

Dat panis coelicus
Figuris terminum:

O res mirabilis!
Manducat Dominum
Pauper, servus et humilis.

Te trina Deitas,

Unaque poscimus,

Sic nos tu visita,

Sicut te colimus;

Per tuas semitas

Duc nos quo tendimus,
Ad lucem quam inhabitas.

The bread of the angels

becomes the bread of mortals;

the bread of heaven

puts an end to prefigurations.

O wondrous thing!

the poor, the slave and the humble
feed on their Lord.

Of you, threefold and

one God, we ask:

Come to visit us

as we worship you;

lead us on your paths

to where we want to go:

to the light in which you dwell.

[St. Thomas Aquinas]



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 365
The people kneel or stand.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Priest gives the blessing.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN | Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (Es flog einkleins Waldvigelein) Hymnal 616
The people stand.

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the People with these words
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE | The People Respond—Amen! Dan Locklair

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Music copyright license # 22735000
Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under One License # A-731767. All rights reserved.

The Rev. Dr. Kristine Blaess, Rector
The Rev. Michael Whitnah, Associate Rector
The Rev. Funmi Odidi, Volunteer Priest Associate
The Rev. Deacon Josh Wilson, Pastoral Resident
Dr. Sean Vogt, Director of Music
Lectors: Margaret Stewart, Caroline Stewart
Intercessor: DeAnna Bartsch
Chalice Bearer: George Carlson, Marta Van Hoose
Prayer Team: DeAnna Bartsch, Charlotte James, David Rowe, Kristi Hay
Acolytes: Peyton Owen, Andie Owen, Stacey Owen, Hayes Owen
Ushers: David Fowler, Tom Neff, Matt Uhles, Mary Probert
Altar Guild: Barbara Collin, Alice Gibson, Renee Lamine, Zanie Devereaux
Technical Team: Ashley Heren, Ben Bartsch
Flowers by the Flower Guild

DEDICATIONS

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God and celebration of our son Arthur's baptism
by Greg and Jess Porter.

PRAYER CONCERNS

For those with cancer: Bud, Bryan, Dennis, Earl, Jeff, Kathy, Katarina, Leigh, Lois, Margaret, Mark, Marsha, Mary
Beth, Matt, Maxine, Molly, Pat, Sage, Sherry, Tim, and Trevor.

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, and Mandy.
For those healing from surgery: James and Linda.
For those with disabilities, their families, and their caregivers.

For those experiencing mental health issues.



For those with other needs: Alyssa, Beverly, Bernice, Beth, Bobby, Caroline, Catherine Ann, Dan, Elsie, Grace, Jane,
Emily, Erika, Hannah, Henry, Jack, Jennifer, Jerry, Juanita, Kim, Kristin, Linda, Lisa, Marcie, Martha, Miranda, Morris,
Nicole, Pamela, Patricia, Regina, Trinity, Vanessa, Waylon, Yates Family, and Zach.

For those imprisoned including: Abu-Ali, Charlie, Corinio, Gregory, Joe, and Michael.

For those experiencing homelessness including: Adrienne, Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri,
Jessica, Joe, Kanesha, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Leanna, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, Tiffany, and Trista.

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Evan, Jeffrey,
Josh, Kaitlin, Topher, Trevor, and Sean.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
10:00 a.m. for all ages

e Sonshine Group Talk | January 18 | Parish Hall
Special guest speaker Torben Jenson talks with the whole congregation about ministry with those who have special
needs and disabilities.

e Rector’s Forum | February 1 | Parish Hall

e Parents’ Group | February 1 | Wise Room, Parish Hall, 2" floor
Parents’ Group. Wise Room
“To become a parent is to be entrusted with something infinity precious: a human life.” Join us for a rich exploration
of Holly Taylor Coolman’s book, Parenting: The Complex and Beautiful Vocation of Raising Children.

e Catechesis: Atrium | (Age 3-Kindergarten), Atrium Il (Grades 1-3), & Atrium 11l (Grades 4-5) | Parish Hall, 2nd floor

e Youth Christian Education | Sewanee Room, Parish Hall, 2nd floor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adopt a poinsettia today! Poinsettias have been relocated to the narthex and are looking for homes. (Courtesy of the
Flower Guild)

Annual Congregational Meeting | Sunday, January 25 | 10:00 a.m. | Nave

St. Paul's is entering into an exciting new era! So, let's have a conversation, we want to hear from you. Join for the Annual
Meeting and learn about Scatter, the survey platform we will use to open a conversation to hear from you, and talk about
St. Paul's and our place in the Murfreesboro community. Let's have a conversation.

WORSHIP:

St. Paul’s Returns to Three Sunday Services TODAY! | 7:30 a.m. Rite | with Gospel Piano; 8:45 a.m. Rite Il with
blended music; and children’s church, and 11:00 a.m. Rite Il with choir, organ, and livestream

Additional needs for service in Worship:

e Serve as an Acolyte: contact George Carlson, Verger and Acolyte Master, at VistanTN@BenLomand.net or 931-
307-9094 (voice or text).
Serve as an Usher: contact us at ushers@stpaulsmurfressboro.org, or call/text Mary Probert at 615-743-5693.
Serve on the Altar Guild: contact Gina Garner at altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org for questions.
Join the Flower Guild: contact Sudi Luboniecki at sudi624@gmail.com, or speak with her on Sunday mornings.
Serve on the Tech Team: contact Dixie Groutt at dgroutt@gmail.com.
Children’s Choir: contact Amanda O’Connor at amandalee444@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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Altar Guild Training | Saturday, January 17 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. | Nave

The Altar Guild would like to invite anyone interested in learning more about how we prepare for worship to our training
session. This is an excellent, no-commitment way to discover how you can help serve as we prepare for worship services.
Students grades 4 and above are welcome to come and learn more about our Jr. Altar Guild. For more information, contact
Gina Garner at altar.quild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org.

Youth Christian Education
e Youth Sunday School
o Who: Youth grades 6-12
o What: Exploring God's Saving plan through the Old Testament using the book: The Epic of Eden: A
Christian Entry into the Old Testament.
o When: Sunday Mornings | 10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m., during the Christian Education hour
o Where: Sewanee Room | Parish Hall | 2nd floor
o Why: The Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary to salvation (Articles of Religion V1). Let's explore
together the story of God's redeeming grace from the Garden to the New Jerusalem, for Christ was crucified,
died, buried, and raised in accordance with the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:1-4), that is, the Old Testament.
e Sunday Night Live (Youth Group)
o Who: Youth grades 6-12
o What: Exploring the Christian faith through the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the Apostle's
Creed
o When: Sundays | 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
o Where: St. Margaret's Hall | 2nd Floor
o Why: To grow into the Body of Christ through fellowship, prayer, and study of our faith.
e Youth Confirmation Preparation
o Who: Youth grades 9-12 who have not been confirmed and would like to be when the Bishop visits at
Pentecost (May 24, 2026)
o What: Preparing for Confirmation by rehearsing the articles of the Faith
When: Wednesdays, beginning January 28, 2026, and running through April 1, 2026
o Where: Wise Room, Parish Hall | 2nd floor. Join us for Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. and dinner with the St.
Paul's Community, followed by Confirmation instruction.
o Why: To prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation with the Bishop

O

FELLOWSHIP:

Parents’ Night Out | Friday, January 16 | 6:00 p.m.

Parents’ Night Out is the third Friday each month. This month’s theme will be Wicked (Wizard of Oz), and we will have
lots of fun costumes and games! You may sign up on the sheets provided near the nursery and the elevator or by email
(mailto:nursery@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org)

Newcomers' Gathering | Sunday, January 18, 10:00 a.m. | Christian Education Rooms, Parish Hall

Whether you're new to St. Paul's or would just like to meet people and learn about our ministry, please join us for
breakfast and conversation at our Newcomers' Gathering. The Christian Education Rooms are found through the double
doors on the north side of the big room with round tables. Keep going, and you'll get to the glassed-in hallway where the
classrooms are. All are invited. Please contact Joyce Adkins at joyce.adkins@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org with questions.

PRAYER:

Evening Prayer | Wednesdays | 5:00 p.m. | St. Andrew's Chapel
In Evening Prayer, we proclaim the glorious works of God in history and in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, as we respond with praise, penitence, prayer, and obedience. Please join us.

STEWARDSHIP:

Offering

To make an offering online with your debit/credit card, scan the QR code with your smart phone camera. A
link will appear, click on it to open our website's giving page. You can select the fund you want to give to (i.e.
pledge fulfillment, general offering, CONNECT, etc.) and even leave a note in the memo line. If desired, you
may text your offering GIVESTPAULS to 73256, followed by your gift amount (ex. GIVESTPAULS $100).
Message and data rates may apply. Message frequency varies. Text HELP to 73256 for help; STOP to 73256 to cancel.
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