St Daul’s THE FIRST SUNEAY OF ADVENT
EPISCOPALH—CHURCH 10:()OA-'\"-|N01E|\/|BER30,2025

Forming People into the Body of Christ

The Word of God

In the spirit of waiting, and in line with liturgical documents,
there are no preludes or postludes during Advent, except for Gaudete Sunday (Advent 3)

ENTRANCE HYMN Sleepers, wake! (Wachet auf) Hymnal 62
The people stand.

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. BCP p. 351
People His mercy endures for ever.

The Celebrant reads a sentence of Scripture.

CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 352

Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

KYRIE (Franz Schubert) S 96
(The “S” numbers are found at the front of the blue hymnal)

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant prays the Collect



Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again
in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5
The people sit.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream
to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 122 | St. Noél Chabanel
Sung by the Choir. Antiphon: 1x organ; 2x cantor; 3x all; thereafter all.
; — ; 1
Antiphon » —s—1
D))
Let us go__ re - joic-ing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced because they said to me, “We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem. [ANTIPHON]

Jerusalem, built as a city with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. [ANTIPHON]

According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats, seats for the house of David. [ANTIPHON]

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls, prosperity in your buildings. [ANTIPHON]

Because of my brothers and friends I will say, “peace be within you!”
Because of the house of the Lord, our God, I will pray for your good.” [ANTIPHON]

SECOND LESSON Romans 13:11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.



Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Veni Emmanuel) Hymnal 56
The people stand. Verse 1 before the Gospel; verse 2 after the Gospel.

THE GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

The people sit.

THE NICENE CREED BCP p. 358
The people stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE BCP p. 383
The people kneel or stand. The Leader and people pray responsively.

Leader With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let
us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.
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Silence.

For Sarah, Archbishop of Canturbury elect, Sean our Presiding Bishop, John our Bishop, and for all the
clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, Donald, for the leaders of the nations, for Bill, our Governor, and for all in authority,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city Murfreeshoro, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For , let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of Blessed Paul and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and
all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE PEACE

BCP p. 360

The people stand.

Celebrant

People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.



The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz
The people sit.

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,
Who was and is and is to come; Sing holy, holy Lord!

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon!

E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all! [Revelation 22, adapted by Ruth Manz]

THE DOXOLOGY Hymnal 380 v. 3
The people stand.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING BCP p. 361

The Celebrant says
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift us your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice
to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (Franz Schubert) S 130

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his



disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 364
The Celebrant continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP 364
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

AGNUS DEI (Franz Schubert) S 164

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace, give us your peace.

NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION: All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or
denomination. Those who have not been baptized are welcome to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing
by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Intercessory prayer teams are
available to pray with you at the back of the nave.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 365
The people kneel or stand. The Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People



Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN The King shall come when morning dawns (St. Stephen) Hymnal 73
The people stand.

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the People with these words
Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

A Note on Advent. Advent. From the Latin advinire, literally meaning “to come to.”

Last week, on Christ the King Sunday, we completed the story of salvation, though not yet its consummation. Today we
begin that story all over again as we inaugurate a new liturgical year. Something is coming to us—unearned, undeserved,
unexpected. In the midst of our darkness, God’s promise begins to shine, the light growing brighter week by week
symbolized by the sequential lighting of four candles in a wreath. Our work now is pruning, clearing, removing deadness
in preparation for that promise. A new color, the purple of majesty, reminds us each Sunday that God is coming—
unbidden, unstoppable—to us.

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed
with persmission under One License # A-731767. All rights reserved.
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EVERGREEN DEDICATIONS

Evergreen wreathes are given to the Glory of God In thanksgiving for the St Paul's parishioners who serve within the
church and in our community, by Stan and Laney Golden

and
In memory of Dr. & Mrs. Boyce B. Pryor Jr., by Sharon Dieringer and family

and
In thanksgiving for our sons, Richard, Gary, Kevin and Ryan, by Carol & Louis Deken

and
In memory of Aiden Liam Hay by lan, Kristi, & Callum Hay.

PRAYER CONCERNS

For those with cancer: Dennis, Earl, Jeff, Kathy, Katarina, Leigh, Lois, Margaret, Mark, Marsha, Mary Beth, Matt,
Maxine, Molly, Pat, Sage, Sherry, Tim, and Trevor.

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, and Mandy.

For those healing from surgery: Linda.

For those with disabilities, their families, and their caregivers.
For those experiencing mental health issues.

For those with other needs: Beverly, Bernice, Bobby, Bubba, Dan, Elsie Jane, Emily, Erika, Hannah, Henry, Jack, Kim,
Kristin, Linda, Lisa, Marcie, Martha, Miranda, Nicole, Patricia, Steve, Vanessa, and Zach.

For those imprisoned including: Abu-Ali, Charlie, Corinio, Gregory, Joe, and Michael.

For those experiencing homelessness including: Adrienne, Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri,
Jessica, Joe, Kanesha, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Leanna, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, Tiffany, and Trista.

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Evan, Jeffrey,
Josh, Kaitlin, Topher, Trevor, and Sean.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
9:00 a.m. for all ages

e Catechesis: Atrium | (Age 3-Kindergarten), Atrium Il (Grades 1-3), & Atrium Il (Grades4-5) | Parish Hall, 2nd floor

e Advent and the Arts: Youth and Adults | 9:00 a.m. | Parish Hall.
“The whole purpose of Advent is to be for a moment fully and consciously Before Christ.” Malcolm Guite.
Advent invites us to enter into a world still longing for salvation. We are to pause and consider what is of ultimate
significance for us, our world, and the times in which we live. As we do so, we are left crying out the ancient prayer
of the Church: “Veni,” that is, “Come!” The year we explore the O Antiphons, which are prayers drawn from images
in the Old Testament. In these verses, Christ is present, but he is hidden, waiting to be revealed in the Incarnation.
They are most familiar to us in the 7™ century hymn, O come, O come Emmanuel. Guest speakers Lauren Gamble,
Steve Severn, and Sean Vogt lead our sessions through visual arts, poetry, and music.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP:

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve

w6, S0 far, 139 households have pledged a total of $776,685 to support the 2026 operating budget,
4 which represents almost 66% of our total goal of $1,183,049. To fully fund our ministries,
including the new Director of Music and the new Pastoral Resident role, we need everyone to
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.~ joinin. If you haven’t yet pledged, please take this important step today. Your participation—whatever the
amount—makes a difference in our shared mission: forming people into the body of Christ. You can submit a card on
Sunday mornings, mail it in to the office, or scan the QR code to pledge online. Thank you for your faithful generosity!

Offering

To make an offering online with your debit/credit card, scan the QR code with your smart phone camera. A
link will appear, click on it to open our website's giving page. You can select the fund you want to give to (i.e.
pledge fulfillment, general offering, CONNECT, etc.) and even leave a note in the memo line. If desired you
can text GIVESTPAULS to 73256, followed by their gift amount (ex. GIVESTPAULS $100), to give online

El

through text. Message and data rates may apply. Message frequency varies. Text HELP to 73256 for help. Text STOP to

73256 to cancel.
PRAYER:

Noonday Prayer | Wednesdays, through December 17 | 12:15-12:30 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Chapel

St. Paul’s invites you to pray. Join us for a brief, sung service of Noonday Prayer drawn from the Book of Common

Prayer, as we remember that our true peace is found in Christ crucified and risen. All are welcome.

Evening Prayer | Wednesdays | 5:00 p.m. | St. Andrew's Chapel

In Evening Prayer, we proclaim the glorious works of God in history and in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus

Christ, as we respond with praise, penitence, prayer, and obedience. Please join us.

A Cup of Christmas Tea | December 2, 1:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.
For those having experiencing adeath of a loved one ether recently or in years last. In informal setting

over tea/coffee and light refreshments we will share memories. All are invited. Please bring a picture or a memento. In

classrooms 2 and 3 off the parish hall. Contact Jerry Redditt for more information. 615-364-8700.

WORSHIP:

St. Paul’s Returns to Three Sunday Services in 2026, beginning January 11, 2026 | 7:30 a.m. Rite | with Gospel

Piano; 8:45 a.m. Rite Il with blended music; and 11:00 a.m. Rite Il with choir, organ, and livestream

Additional needs for service in Worship:

e Serve as an Acolyte: contact George Carlson, Verger and Acolyte Master, at VistanTN@BenLomand.net or 931-

307-9094 (voice or text).

e Serve as an Usher: contact us at ushers@stpaulsmurfressboro.org, or call/text Mary Probert at 615-743-5693.

Serve on the Altar Guild: Contact Gina Garner at altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org for questions.

Serve on the Tech Team: Contact Dixie Groutt at dgroutt@gmail.com.

Lessons & Carols | Sunday, December 21 | 4:00 p.m. | Nave
Longest Night | Monday, December 22 | 6:00 p.m. | St. Andrew's Chapel

Children’s Choir: Contact Amanda O’Connor at amandalee444@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Join the Flower Guild: Contact Sudi Luboniecki at sudi624@gmail.com, or speak with her on Sunday mornings.



mailto:VistanTN@BenLomand.net?subject=Acolyte
mailto:ushers@stpaulsmurfressboro.org
mailto:altar.guild@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org?subject=Joining+the+Altar+Guild
mailto:sudi624@gmail.com
mailto:dgroutt@gmail.com
mailto:amandalee444@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry:+Choristers

OUTREACH:

Food Drive | December 7 | Back by Popular Demand!

The Outreach Committee has heard from many of you that you would support a fifth food drive this
calendar year to support the work Nourish Food Bank is doing in our community. Please get your red bags after church on
Sunday, November 30, and fill them with items such as canned protein, pasta and tomato sauce, fruit cups, energy bars,
baking goods, and snacks. Bring them with you on Sunday, December 7. Monetary donations can be made as well. Make
checks payable to St. Paul's Episcopal Church with “foodbank” in the memo line or donate online through Realm.
Quarterly Update: On behalf of St. Paul’s Outreach Committee, thank you for donating to the Quarterly Food Drive.
We collected 634 items and donated $1225 to Nourish Food Bank.

Angel Tree Adoptions | Due Today

Wrapped gifts are due to the Angel Tree table in the Parish Hall TODAY'! Missed out on adopting an Angel but still want
to support the ministry? We run solely on donations and are happy to accept them at any time. Write “Angel Tree” in the
For line of your check and drop it into the offering plate or bring it to the Angel Tree table. You may also donate online,
just designate the funds for Angel Tree. Please contact Molly Bartsch at molly.k.bartsch@gmail.com if you have any
guestions.

Coldest Nights Needs

St. Paul’s is once again hosting the Coldest Nights emergency shelter for local unhoused women on the first floor of St.
Margaret's Hall when the temperature falls below 32 degrees. Current needs are food donations of individually wrapped
snacks, fruit cups, packets of instant oatmeal, bottled water, and microwavable cups of macaroni and cheese. Other items
needed include: ChapStick, socks, Depends undergarments, protein drinks for diabetics, bottled water, cough drops, single
ride Rover cards, and $5 McDonald’s gift cards. Donations can be left at the Parish Hall in the Coldest Nights basket or in
the church office. Financial contributions may be made by check payable to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. Please write
“Coldest Nights" in the memo line, or donate online through Realm. For more information, contact Lisa Eveleigh at 919-
265-4526 or lgeveleigh@gmail.com. Thank you for your support of this important ministry.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing | December 18, 19, & 20, 2025 | Kroger at Lascassas

Join us in supporting The Salvation Army during the 2025 Red Kettle Campaign! St. Paul's Episcopal Church is
organizing volunteers to ring the bell at designated times. Supplies including the kettle, bells, and signage will be
provided. Scan the QR code to sign up.

Dates & Times:

e Thursday, December 18 — 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
e Friday, December 19 — 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
e Saturday, December 20 — 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

For more information contact Katie Enzor, 334.488.5970 cell or 615.895.7071. Thank you for helping spread holiday
cheer and support those in need!

FELLOWSHIP:

Advent Wreath Party | Today, | 5:00 p.m. | Parish Hall
Join us on the first Sunday of Advent to share a meal, make wreaths, and anticipate the coming of Christ together. This
multigenerational event is a special gathering not to be missed! RSVP via the link in the weekly eNewsletter.

Men’s Club | December 4, 5:30 p.m. (fellowship); 6:00 p.m. (dinner) | Parish Hall
Join us for fellowship and dinner. Lance lkard will bring fried chicken for the entree. Please contact Lance at 615 308-
6715 for side dish suggestions.
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