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Minutes of Meeting of Vestry of  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, Inc.  

Date of Meeting: May 21, 2024 

 

Method of Meeting (i.e. virtual or in person): In Person 

 

Vestry Members: 

Vestry Member Name: P = Present   A= Absent 
Burgess, Nick  P 
Casteel, Matt  P 
Clemmons, Sandy  P 
Davis, Jeff  P 
Farrer, Andrew  A 
Green, David P 
Kellerman, Allison P 
Kropog, Jennifer  A 
Kyriakoudes, Louis A 
Miller, Brad P 
Nix, Kyle  P 
Peek, Scott  P 
Smith, Ione P 

 

Clergy Present:  

Dr. Blaess  

Rev. Whitnah  

Staff Present:  

Heather Studenberg  

Others Present:  

Don Whitfield  

Ted Goodman (clerk)   

David Rowe  

 

The Meeting was opened with a devotional by Sandy Clemmons (Chaplain). 1 
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 2 

The Agenda was approved by acclimation. Motion to approve by Ione. Seconded by Kyle 3 
Nix.  Unanimous.   4 

Review of Minutes:   5 

The minutes for March were approved.   Motion to approve by Brad Miller, seconded by Allison, 6 
unanimous.   7 

The minutes for April were approved.   Motion to approve by Nick Burgess, seconded by Matt 8 
Casteel , unanimous.   9 

 10 

Financial Report (Don Whitfield):   11 

Total revenues for first four months almost $97,000 head of budget.  Expenses are right on target. 12 
So, we have a favorable $97,000 variance. Pledge income has a $65,000 favorable variance. Four 13 
months into the year we have collected almost half of our annual budget. But, it is reasonable to 14 
expect that this favorable variance will shrink. Unpledged gifts are $28,000 better than budget.  15 

The Junior’s building expenses are right on target. We have had some costly repairs to the roof, 16 
nothing to be worried about, just something to be aware of.  17 

Of the Memorial Gifts, $6,250 was earmarked by the donor(s) for the Great Rood.   18 

The Memorial Garden project is complete and paid for.   19 

Motion to approve treasurer’s report by Scott Peek.  Seconded by Jeff Davis. Unanimous.   20 

 21 

Committee Reports: 22 

No oral committee reports.   23 

 24 

 25 

Wardens’ Reports 26 

 27 

Sr. Warden’s Report (Brad Miller)  28 

  Brad explained that Stewardship is about more than just asking people to give money. It 29 
is about developing and articulating a vision and mission for the Church that the membership will 30 
be invested in.   31 

 There will be a kickoff meeting Tuesday, May 28, at the parish hall.   32 
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 34 

Clergy Report:  35 

    36 

Rector’s Report (Dr. Blaess):  37 

Kristine discussed about the potential Pastoral Residency program. It would be a three-year 38 
opportunity for St. Paul’s to recruit, hire, supervise & write the job description for a brand new 39 
Episcopal Priest to come to St. Paul’s and learn about all aspects of being a minister at a Church. 40 
This person would spend about half of his/her time as a youth minister. We would try to partner 41 
with Made to Flourish which is an organization that assists churches with establishing and running 42 
a Pastoral Residencey Program.  43 

The hiring and recruitment process would follow the same process as we have used in the 44 
past for hiring the associate rector.   45 

The vestry engaged in an extended discussion regarding the potential of this program, 46 
including costs, potential for grant funding, personnel costs, fees to made to flourish, etc.  47 

So Kristine asked the Vestry to consider two motions: 48 

a. Motion by Scott Peek, seconded by Matt Casteel:   49 
a. To consider the potential of St. Paul’s pursuing a mission as a teaching 50 

parish through a pastoral residency program, Alpha, and other similar 51 
programs  52 

b. Motion carried unanimously.  53 
b. Motion by Kyle, seconded by Ione.   54 

a. To apply to Made to Flourish for the Pastoral Residency Program. 55 
b. Motion carried unanimously. 56 

Executive Session: 57 

  Nothing to report from executive session.   58 

 59 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
      Theodore W. Goodman  
      Clerk of the Vestry  


















































































































