
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word of God 
 

 

A PENITENTIAL ORDER 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                    As Jesus Stood on the Cross                                                         J. S. Bach             

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 351 

The people kneel. 

 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People His mercy endures for ever. 

 

DECALOGUE         BCP p. 350 

 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have 

no other gods but me. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

Honor your father and your mother. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not commit murder. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not commit adultery. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not steal. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not be a false witness. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  BCP p. 352 

 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, God is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY  

IN LENT 

— 

March 17, 2024  |  10:00 A.M.  

— 



Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love 

what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 

surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The people sit. 
 

31“The days are surely coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house 

of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,” says the LORD. 33“But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” says the LORD: “I will put my law within them, and I will write 

it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 

each other, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” says the LORD; “for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM   Psalm 51:1-13 

 
 

 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, * 

  and cleanse me from my sin.  Refrain 



3For I know my transgressions, * 

  and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned * 

  and done what is evil in your sight. 
5And so you are justified when you speak * 

  and upright in your judgment.  Refrain 

 
6Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
7For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 

  and will make me understand wisdom secretly.  Refrain 

 
8Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 

  wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
9Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
10Hide your face from my sins, * 

  and blot out all my iniquities.  Refrain 

 
11Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 
12Cast me not away from your presence, * 

  and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
13Give me the joy of your saving help again * 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  Refrain 

 

 

SECOND READING              Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of 

Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one 

who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for 

all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN  What wondrous love is this Hymnal 439 

The people stand. 

 

 

GOSPEL       John 12:20-33 

 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 

went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves 

me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my 



soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 

hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The 

crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 

“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 

driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind 

of death he was to die.  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

THE SERMON 

The people sit. 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED          BCP p. 358 

The people stand. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  BCP p. 389 

The people kneel or stand. 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”. 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of your 

coming, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, John our own Bishop, for all bishops and other 

ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the 

Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O 

Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, 

O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those in positions of public trust, especially Joe, our President and Bill, our Governor, that they may serve justice, and 

promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may 

be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we 

pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from 

anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For ___________ , we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, including Barbara Knieriem and William Tocco, and those 

whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, 

but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of St. Paul and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to 

Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

 

THE PEACE           BCP p. 360 

The people stand. 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

The Holy Communion 
 

 

OFFERTORY    Guide Us, O Lord  Mark Patterson 

   Julianna Brown, Violist 

 

 

DOXOLOGY   Hymnal 380 v. 3 

The people stand. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         BCP p. 361 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in 

prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which 

you have prepared for those who love you. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 



Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, S 130 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people kneel or stand. Then the Celebrant continues 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 

offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 

and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   BCP p. 364 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM  S 161 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 



NOTE ON RECEIVING COMMUNION:  All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament regardless of age or 

denomination. Those who have not been baptized are welcome to receive a blessing—indicate your desire for a blessing 

by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Intercessory prayer teams are 

available to pray with you on either side of the nave. 

 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC Sonata IV  F. J. Haydn 

   Scott Handy, pianist 

  

The Seven Last Words of Our Savior on the Cross is an orchestral work by Joseph Haydn, adapted by the composer for 

piano in 1787. This is the fourth sonata based on the words, “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER          BCP p. 365 

The people kneel or stand. 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 

grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 

 

Let us bow down before the Lord. 

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing this holy season, they may learn to know 

you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN      Lift high the cross    Hymnal 473 

The people stand. 

 

 

DISMISSAL           BCP p. 366 

 

Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

 

POSTLUDE                                                    As Jesus Stood on the Cross                                                Samuel Scheidt 

 

 

 

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT IN WORSHIP DURING LENT 

 

The season of Lent is like springtime for our soul. It gives us the chance to open our spirits to God and have the cobwebs 

and dust cleaned out. In worship during Lent, we begin all of our services with the Penitential Order, which highlights the 

opportunity we have to confess our sins to God and be set free. The service begins with the Decalogue (the Ten 

Commandments) in place of the Processional Hymn. This symbolizes our return to the basics of faith as we journey with 

Jesus to the cross. 
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--PRAYER CONCERNS-- 

 

For those with cancer: Andy, Ann,  Harriet, Howard, Jody, Katarina, Molly, and Sam. 

 

For those in cancer remission: Andie, Jim, and Zanie.  

 

For those healing from Surgery: Anna, Marianne, Marian, and Megan.   

 

For those experiencing mental health issues.  

 

For those with other needs: Andrew, Aric, Bettie, Beverly, Dolores, James, Jeff, John, Keely, Marcie, Martha, Max, 

Mike, Michael, Misha,  Richard, Rosemarie, Sandy, Shirley, Ty, Steve, Zanie, the people of Ukraine, and the people of 

the Middle East.   

 

For those imprisoned including: Abu-Ali, Charlie, Corino, Donald, Gregory, Henry, Jessie, Joe, Michael, and Pervis. 

 

For those experiencing homelessness including: Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jacki, Jeri, Jessica, 

Joe, Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, and Tiffany.  

 

For all veterans and those in military service and their families, including: Benjamin, Brianna, Chris, Kaitlin, Kalani, 

Nathan, Patrick, Trevor, and Sean.  

 

 

 

 

---ANNOUNCEMENTS--- 

 

Fundraising Trivia Night | April 12, 6:00 p.m. | Parish Hall  

 

St. Paul’s will host a community trivia night benefitting the emergency family housing suites of              

The Journey Home. Scan the QR code or visit www.stpaulsmurfreesboro.org/serve/takeroot to purchase 

either your team table (for 8) or your individual tickets and prepare for a great night of food, fun, and 

competition. You may also add on a sponsorship for a little recognition and boost our fundraising proceeds. 

If you would like to be involved without playing trivia, you may also participate by donating items for door prizes, 

volunteering at the event, or through sponsorship (purchased via the link/QR code as well). We are also looking for a few 

folks to curate a themed basket for the live auction. If you're interested in sponsoring a basket, please reach out to Susanne 

Hebden at susanne.hebden@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org. 

 

mailto:susanne.hebden@stpaulsmurfreesboro.org

