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 THE

Epistle
4 Discovering the Joy of Generosity

by Kristine Blaess, Rector

One of my favorite days of the year 
as a child was May Day. The 

grape hyacinths would be blooming in 
our flower beds at that time of year. My 
mom would help me pick the flowers, 
wrap the stems in a damp paper towel, 
and arrange the blossoms in paper bas-
kets I had spent the morning crafting. 
I would creep to our neighbors’ doors, 
hang the basket on their doorknobs, 
ring the doorbells, and scamper away 
to watch from around the corner of 

their houses. I never wanted to be seen 
giving these little gifts, but was thrilled 
when the door opened and I could see 
the delight on our neighbors’ faces as 
they saw the flowers.

In The Book of Joy, a conversation be-
tween His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
Douglas Abrams relates a story Arch-
bishop Tutu tells: “God doesn’t know 
very much math,” Tutu says, “because 

when you give to others, it should be 
that you’re subtracting from yourself. 
But in this incredible kind of way, you 
give and it then seems like in fact you 
are making space for more to be given.” 

He continues with an example, “The 
Dead Sea . . . receives fresh water, but it 
has no outlet, so it doesn’t pass the water  
out. It receives beautiful water from 
the rivers, and the water goes dank. I 
mean, it just goes bad. And that’s why 

When I think about joy, about 
pure, unbridled delight, I 

think about Singing Beach. A small,  
sandy strip in Manchester-by-the-Sea,  
Massachusetts, Singing Beach was 
only a few miles away from my alma 
mater. I made regular trips there, espe-
cially throughout the winter months.  
Because in the winter, this semi- 

private, resident only beach was open 
to . . . dogs. And a dog at Singing Beach 
is a happy dog.

Tearing around! Chasing the ball! In 
the water! Out of the water! Get the 
humans covered in sand! Meeting 
new friends! If there is a more perfect  
manifestation of complete joy than the 

dog (I should say dogs because there 
were scores of them!) at the beach, 
I haven’t seen it. The furry tornado 
of delight, play, companionship, all 
wrapped together in a perfect moment 
of “Everything is as it should be.” And 
then, of course, total exhaustion on the 
ride home. The dogs at Singing Beach 
are, in their own very doggy-like way, 

Practicing Joyful Thanksgiving 3
by Michael Whitnah, Associate Rector
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it is the Dead Sea. It receives and does 
not give. And we are made much that 
way, too. I mean, we receive and we 
must give. In the end generosity is the 
best way of becoming more, more, and 
more joyful.”  

Sometimes we forget the simple joy of 
giving, and we are surprised how our 
joy grows when we make someone else 
happy. But finding joy in generosity is 
hardwired into us. Researcher Richard  
Davidson has identified generosity 
as one of the four fundamental brain  
circuits that map with long-term 
well-being. Our brains light up as 
much more when we give than when 
we receive. 

Generosity is even associated with better  
health. Researchers have discovered 
that generosity correlates with longer 

life expectancy, increases the produc-
tion of a protective antibody used by 
the immune system, and decreases 
blood pressure and risk of heart and 
Alzheimer’s diseases. 
  
Generosity is the best way of becoming  
more joyful, and it is something we 
learn to enjoy by doing.
 
Practicing generosity with our time, 
talents, and treasures, helps us grow 
also in a special kind of generosity: 
generosity of spirit. We see generosity  
of spirit in people like Desmond 
Tutu and the Dalai Lama. We admire 
how they are big-hearted, tolerant, 
broad-minded, patient, forgiving, and 
kind. They are funny and laugh a lot. 
We all know people with generous  
spirits who are easy and fun to be 
with. They are happy and their joy is  
infectious. Archbishop Tutu points out 
that this ease is a product of growing 

less self-centered, less self-regarding, 
and more self-forgetful. When we don’t 
have anything to prove, we are able to 
live with less pretention, more open-
ness, and more honesty. We have more 
to laugh about. Most importantly, we 
can take in the suffering of others and 
give it back as joy. This generosity of 
spirit grows through giving our time, 
talents, and treasures.

I invite you to enjoy the stories on the 
following pages about how members 
of our church family have discovered 
joy through their generosity. God is 
so faithful and good—as we share of 
ourselves, more, more, and more joy is  
returned to us.    

The Rev. Dr. Kristine Blaess
Rector

rejoicing in who they are created to be. 
And that is the heart of joy.

The word joy comes from the Latin 
word gaudere, which means “rejoice.” 
When we rejoice, we respond to an ex-
perience with equal parts delight and 
thanksgiving. I think we are the most 
truly joy-filled when we are able to be 
who we are created to be. This begs the 
question: who are we created to be?

We have been created for joyful thanks-
giving. Of course, there’s lots more to say 
about what it means to be human, but 
giving thanks is the most essential and 
distinctively human activity. Norman  
Wirzba says, “Thanksgiving is the  
experience of Paradise.” The opening 
and closing chapters of the Bible relate 

visions of Paradise, where everything 
is at it should be. These visions of Eden 
and the New Creation are both charac-
terized by joy—that is, by delight and 
thanksgiving. In these visions, humans 
are commissioned as lead worshippers  
with all of Creation, praising and 
thanking God for who He is and for 
what He has done.

We have been created for joyful thanks-
giving because we are created in the 
image of a joyful God who has done for 
us more than we can ask or imagine. A 
God who delights in everything He has 
made, and who delights in giving “every  
good and perfect gift” (James 1:17) to 
His beloved children. We are invited 
to mirror God’s own joyful generosity,  
not out of fear or drudgery, but out 
of the deep thankfulness that resides 
within us, that recognizes that life  

itself is a gift to be treasured and  
offered back to God.

We live in the time between Eden and 
the New Creation; where many things 
are not as they should be. Yet, there are 
glimpses of Paradise breaking in, when 
joy and delight burst through in, for 
example, a cloud of sand and ocean 
and barking chaos. God beckons us 
to bring the experience of Paradise 
into our daily lives by practicing joy-
ful thanksgiving. This is who we have 
been created to be. As Psalm 118:24 
says, “This is the day that the Lord has 
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it!”

The Rev. Michael Whitnah
Associate Rector
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|  Cause for Joy  |

Joy of fellowship; of worship; of outreach. There were so 
many things we took for granted before the isolation of 

the pandemic. I cannot describe the joy I felt when I went 
to a gathering early this summer and connected with friends 
I’d not seen in more than a year. Pure bliss!

We have ample reason to be joyful; this has been a remark-
able year in so many ways. St. Paul’s parishioners have 
used their generosity and creativity to allow our many  
ministries to continue, and have fashioned new ways to  
offer worship, outreach, education, and fellowship  
programs in this COVID era. We are so grateful for your 
contributions of time, talent, and treasure.

Our porch gatherings hosted by Kristine+ and Michael+, 
going on through the first of October, are providing us the 
opportunity to share fellowship, reconnect, and discuss our 
gratitude for the role St. Paul’s plays in our lives.

What do you want your church to be? Whether your  
generosity is motivated by the desire for a church community,  
a religious foundation for your children, social outreach, an 
active downtown presence, or a personal legacy, your giving 
can help achieve that goal.

I hope you’ll enjoy the stories from our fellow parishioners 
featured in this issue and in St. Paul’s social media all this 
month. See what inspires their generosity!

Stewardship pledge cards will be mailed in late September. 
Please give your prayerful consideration to your pledge  
of time, talent, and treasure for 2022 and complete your 
card. As has been a St. Paul’s tradition, parishioners are  
encouraged to bring our pledge cards to the Offertory on 
Stewardship Sunday, October 10, as a visible sign of our  

commitment and sacrifice. Our communal offering will be 
blessed at the altar.

Our St. Paul’s children and youth are also invited to  
participate in this Stewardship season. On Sunday  
September 12, the children are receiving a mite box with a 
calendar providing opportunities to earn coins for various 
activities. They then are invited to bring in their mite boxes  
on Stewardship Sunday as their own offering. And Cam  
Parham, our youth minister, is working on a Youth  
Stewardship Day, giving our youth an opportunity to  
contribute their time and talent to a campus project.

I invite you to approach this season of Stewardship with 
a clear mind and excited heart, and embrace the joy of  
generosity. And please, make your financial gift via a pledge 
for 2022. #GiveWithJoy

Gina Urban
Stewardship Chair

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said,  
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

ACTS 20:35 
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BELONG
We moved from Huntsville, Alabama 
to Murfreesboro in 1983 to purchase 
the Coca-Cola Bottling Works from 
Bettye Jane and Bren Huggins, also 
parishioners at St. Paul’s. We imme-
diately began attending church at the 
Huggins’ invitation, where Jeff joined 
the softball team and Anne joined the 
Altar Guild. Both these groups created  
wonderful opportunities to make new 
friends. The Rev. Jim Marquis was 
the rector, and we remember him for  
his warm welcome, great sense of  
humor and good nature in being on the 
softball team!

Being a member of St. Paul’s has always 
felt like being part of a family. With 
our families still living in Huntsville in 
the early 1980s, there was a void there. 
Getting involved in church activities as 
a young couple was a great recipe for 
joining a new faith-based community. 
You couldn’t help but get to know folks, 
since the pews in the church were so 
small and usually full.

Over the years, the relationships deep-
ened and the feeling of being truly at 
home with family increased, through 
all of life’s ups and downs. St. Paul’s 
minsters have been faithful to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ all these 
years, and we think God has honored 
that focus by adding many members to 
our church. The Holy Spirit is alive and 
well in this place.

Our membership has morphed and 
changed at different phases of our 
lives, creating many memories. From 
1983-1987 we enjoyed every activity as 

a young couple. Then Courtenay was 
born in 1987 and her christening was 
a life event for us. The Rev. Moultrie  
MacIntosh was our rector and he  
visited us at home when she was born. 
My mother, Carolyn Courtenay, was 
so surprised to see Moultrie at the 
front door. She had been the church  
secretary at St. Phillip’s Episcopal 
Church in Charleston when Moultrie 
was a young minister there. They had 
a great time catching up. Then, Jeff, Jr. 
was born in 1990 and we have a great 
photo of him just after his baptism at 
the St. Paul’s altar. Throughout our 
marriage, all our sacramental family 
life events have been photographed at 
the St. Paul’s altar.

All the years that followed were 
grounded in St. Paul’s activities,  
under the leadership of The Rev. Gene 
Wise. Gene taught us that, “we are 
an Easter people” through Children’s  
Sunday School, VBS, two confirma-
tions, watching the children serve 
as acolytes, the acolyte trip to the  
National Cathedral, the youth group 
and their mission trip to Mexico, and 
the weekly Wednesday night girls Bible 
Study. 

As a graduating high school senior, 
Courtenay gave the sermon on her 
Youth Sunday, mentored by The Rev. 
Tim Jones. Then on to the college years 
and the weddings followed. The Rev. 
Polk Van Zandt and Mary Jo went with 
us to Seaside, FL, for Courtenay and 
Anand’s wedding in 2013, and Angela 
Tipps helped us transpose “Lift High 
the Cross” for her processional. Jeff, 
Jr. and Nandini married at St. Paul’s 

4 Anne & Jeff Davis | Members since 1983
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in 2017, and we captured our last  
beautiful family photo with my mother  
and daddy right there at the altar.  
Sadly, later that year, my mother’s  
funeral took place in the church, and 
both Courtenay and Jeff, Jr. spoke with 
such love about her.

Anne went back to work in 2009 and 
The Rev. Colin Ambrose joined her 
in working with the Saint Thomas  
Rutherford Foundation, where he 
made so many fine contributions to 
work at the hospital.

SERVE
Jeff has served on the softball team, 
the long-range planning committee to 
study the need for a new sanctuary,  

and assisted with the purchase of Jr’s 
Foodland. Anne has served as VBS 
leader, Wednesday night bible dtudy 
leader for the youth girls, vestry  
member and sr. warden, and on the  
artistic design committee

COMMIT
Jeff has always been the leader of giving 
in our family. He has always overseen 
our pledge and strives to give above 
and beyond that, especially to the  
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. We 
worked to give sacrificially to support  
the capital campaigns that have  
occurred during our time at St. Paul’s; 
the first to build the new sanctuary  
and the second to build the new  
parish hall.

PLEDGE
We have been taught the importance 
of giving over and over and don’t want 
to be educated beyond our obedience. 
We pledge to St. Paul’s because it is a 
church where there are no biases or 
intolerance. Everyone can worship to-
gether despite ideological differences.

This statement sums it up: “At the end 
of the day, all that matters is who you 
love, who loves you and how you stand 
with your Maker.” If our gifts can help 
others hear the message of the Gospel 
and fall in love with Jesus Christ, then 
they are the best investment ever.  n

u DAVIS Continued from page 4  

4 Brook & David LaRoche  | Members since 2010

BELONG
We like being part of a loving community that shares our val-
ues and provides a safe space to expose God and Christian 
living to our children. 

Kristine blessed our dog, Kaiju, at a really fun “pet ministry” 
last year. It was a beautiful, light-hearted yet sincere religious 
service that we will always remember! 

COMMIT
We see our children growing up in St. Paul’s, and we know 
that we need to invest in the church so that it will be a place 
they want to take their kids. We’ve been to so many church 
functions in the fellowship hall, it is hard to imagine the 
church without it. Whatever the new real estate becomes, we 
are sure it will seem an indispensable part of St. Paul’s in short 
order. 

PLEDGE
St. Paul’s is an extended family, and a second home. We want 
to do our part to keep it well-maintained and thriving.  n
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BELONG
I joined St. Paul’s in 1994 after moving 
to Murfreesboro from South Carolina. 
It was easy to join the parish because 
I transferred my membership from 
Holy Cross in Simpsonville. No church 
shopping. My spouse was a “cradle 
Episcopalian” and my introduction to 
the Episcopal faith was the beautiful 
Christmas Eve service that my high 
school friends and I attended in my 
hometown in western Nebraska. My 
future spouse attended that church as 
a young man and was very fond of the 
parish priest, Father Whitney. I have to 
mention that Father Whitney was a big 
band era musician in his early career, 
and I was told that his ability to chant 
was exemplary!

SERVE
My favorite groups or activities through 
the years have changed with my  
maturity and the age of my two  
children, who are now both grown and 
in their thirties. Just thinking back: 

ECW was very active in my church 
in S.C. We met monthly and it was a  
supportive and interesting group for 
women of the church. 

VBS was so much fun for the attendees,  
and I volunteered to help with the  
program. I loved it as a kid and the  
programs brought back wonderful 
memories of school without anxiety. 

Mom’s Support Group at St. Paul’s was 
active when l joined the church. We 
met for a couple of hours on a weekday 
morning. We brought our kids, food  
to share, and talked and exchanged  
information. There was no agenda.  
There was no chairperson. It was  
a great introduction to the church 
community. 

Operation in as 
Much was my fa-
vorite downtown 
church activity.  
This group of 
seven downtown 
churches met for 
a day of commu-
nity outreach. We 
all gathered at 
the First Baptist  
Church for a brief 
service and dedication of the effort for 
the day. I asked to be assigned to the 
Greenhouse Ministry organization 
and helped organize their small food  
pantry, clean up the grounds, etc. I 
wish we could bring that outreach  
program back. 

Dubose Conference Center. My  
children really enjoyed youth group 
and one attended Camp Gailor- 
Maxon, first as a camper and then as 
a camp counselor. It’s a wonderful  
place. Our yearly women’s retreat was 
held there for several years. It is a  
location for spiritual renewal and rest. 

The Flower Guild is now my regular, 
longtime church activity. I am part 
of a team, and we usually do the altar  
flowers on the fourth Saturday for  
display on Sunday. Those team  
members have become some of my 
closest church and personal friends. 

COMMIT
I have pledged financial support to  
St. Paul’s for a number of years now. 
I did not when we first relocated to  
Murfreesboro. Life seemed so unstable 
and changing, with moving, job chang-
es, unemployment, and some very 
lean years. I was worried that I would  
make a commitment to give to the 
church and then be unable to fulfill 

that pledge. Then I heard someone 
talk about stewardship, and it helped 
calm my fear. Not only did that person 
pledge because of their love of Jesus 
Christ and our church, but they were 
realistic and practical in their idea of 
giving and how a church operates. 

A church is a religious community of 
believers, but it also operates like a 
business in that it needs funds, leader-
ship, and a budget to fulfil its mission 
and support its staff and ministries. 
The members—the parishioners—are 
somewhat fluid, going through life, job 
loss, job gain, relocations, promotions, 
marriages, divorces, and retirement, 
to name a few things that influence  
personal economy. I learned that if 
my personal circumstances changed 
during a fiscal year in which I pledged 
support, I would just need to let the 
treasurer know and I could make an 
adjustment to my pledge. It’s been 
some years since my world seemed so 
fragile.

PLEDGE
Pledging to St. Paul’s is easy for me now 
and makes me feel I have ownership in 
this wonderful church family. n

4 Bonnie Black | Member since 1994
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BELONG
Jonathan and I joined St. Paul’s shortly after we were  
married in 2005. St. Paul’s has become our family. When 
we married, we had no family living here in middle  
Tennessee, and the fantastic parishioners of St. Paul’s 
stepped in and became our family. We have always felt loved 
and accepted here.

We remember fondly when the parish hall was under  
construction and parishioners were invited to sign the 
framed walls. Each member of our family signed their name 
and wrote a scripture verse that is special to them. What a 
wonderful way to bless the construction of our new space!

I have been a chair of the St. Paul’s Angel Tree since 
2013, and it has truly been a blessing for me. One of the  
Angel Tree teachers shared a story with me that makes 
me smile each time I think about it. A child in her class 
had only two outfits prior to opening her gifts from the  
Angel Tree Ministry and had always been incredibly shy, 
speaking very little at school. After Christmas, the girl  
returned to school in new clothes and with a new  
confidence. She walked in with a smile and immediately told 
her teacher she wanted to play Legos. It makes me happy to 
know that I played a small role in making that child’s day.

SERVE
The Bartsch Family has been happy to serve the parish in 
many capacities, including as vestry member, usher, lector, 
acolyte, and junior flower guild.

COMMIT
For us, pledging is giving with intentionality. It is a com-
mitment we are making to our parish. It is our way of  
supporting the church’s mission and ministry.

PLEDGE
We have been blessed many times over by St. Paul’s—the 
people, the ministry, the mission, and God’s work in it. We 
want to pay it forward and assure that others are blessed by 
the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s. n

4 DeAnna & Jonathan Bartsch | Members since 2005

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,  
coming down from the Father of lights with whom there  

is no variation or shadow due to change.
JAMES 1:17 
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BELONG
I officially moved to St. Paul’s in October 2019, I think, but 
I’ve been attending since Christmas Eve 2018—this time! I 
also attended regularly when I was an undergrad at MTSU 
in the 90s. St. Paul’s had a remarkable campus ministry  
program in those years, and I am still close with some of the 
friends I made in that era. My family lived in Murfreesboro 
in 1984-85 and we went to church at St. Paul’s then, too. It 
was high time to make it official!

“Belonging” is a key word. I love how much St. Paul’s feels 
like coming home to me, every time I walk in the building. 
I feel seen, known, and accepted.

My grandmother died in July, and I didn’t even know that 
St. Paul’s had a grief ministry until a book and a letter  
arrived in the mail. My family received so many condolences  
from our church family and that kind of thing makes a big 
difference in feeling like you are really part of a community.

SERVE
One of my favorite memories is from not so long ago. In 
May, the choir presented a Pentecost Lessons and Carols. 
In every church I’ve attended, music and choir have been a 
big part of my ministry, and I joined the choir at St. Paul’s 
in October 2020. The night of the Pentecost event was the 
first time we were able to sing without masks, and it felt very 
symbolic and celebratory! 

I sing in the choir, play my flute when invited, and I’m a lay 
reader at the 11:00 a.m. service.

COMMIT
I first began to pledge at my previous church, and when I 
originally decided to do that, it was because I realized that 
I truly could afford it and never miss the money. In a way, 

investing in my church is as much a rainy day fund as the 
savings account I keep for myself - the rainy day just might 
not be mine. If I had money to donate to other places, I  
surely have money to support a place that is such a large part 
of my life.

PLEDGE
I pledge to St. Paul’s because I realize that my spiritual  
home has physical needs. I am borrowing that, word for 
word, from a stewardship campaign I experienced at  
St. John’s Tallahassee when I was in grad school at Florida  
State University. It stuck with me because it is 100% true! n

4 Jessica Dunnavant  | Member since 2019

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7
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BELONG
We joined St. Paul’s in the May 2021 
confirmation class. St. Paul’s is a spiri-
tual rock. Worship is the anchor to our 
week, providing spiritual nourishment 
within the liturgy (which, coming from 
the Methodist and Presbyterian church-
es, is completely new to both of us). As 
we gradually meet more members of the 
congregation, St. Paul’s is also becoming 
a place of belonging and fellowship.

The two Pilgrimage segments (Spring 
2020 and Fall 2020) were deeply mean-
ingful to us. As we learned about the 
Episcopal church and St. Paul’s from 
dedicated members of the congrega-
tion, we also met other inquirers. We 
were comfortable within this small 
group and felt that we could find a place 
within St. Paul’s to serve. We were also 
struck by the importance participants 
placed on spirituality within their lives 
and the freedom and encouragement 
within the St. Paul’s family to ask ques-
tions. St. Paul’s clearly welcomes seekers.

SERVE
Brad attends the Wednesday morning 
Eucharist. We volunteered at Coldest 
Nights (pre-Covid) and Brad will lead 
the church golf outing in October. We 
are both members of a weekly small 
group bible study led by Scott Telford, 
and have both participated in book 
studies.

COMMIT
When we joined our first church as a 
family with young children, we were 
not sure what was expected of us  
financially by the church or by the 
Lord. Since we both grew up in church-

going families, the con-
cept of a tithe was not 
new to us, so we asked 
our parents for advice 
about pledging and how 
much to pledge.

One explanation which 
resonated with us was 
to use the 10% tithe as 
a starting point:  if we 
were to give 10% of our 
income to the Lord, 
what would that look 
like? If you adjust that 
10% for other charitable 
giving, what remains? 
Further adjust the remainder by sub-
tracting the value of your time as a 
volunteer. What remains? Divide by 12 
and that’s a good number. Of course, 
that may not work for you, but it was a 
pretty good formula for us.

Another way to think about pledging  
is to consider how membership in 
an organization, country club, gym, 
etc., is similar to being a member of a 
church. When we think about the time 
we spend at St. Paul’s learning, wor-
shipping, and developing those rich 
relationships, we can see the value of 
supporting our St. Paul’s “member-
ship” with a monthly commitment.

Lastly, at this point in our lives, we  
consider pledging a way of paying  
forward all of the love and help we  
received from our previous church 
families as we raised our three children. 
Our children are all married now, on 
their own, and two of them are on their 
own child-raising journeys. God is a 

central part of their lives; we are grate-
ful for that and are convinced there is 
no way that happened solely through 
our efforts. We are hopeful that our 
pledging, presence, and support of  
St. Paul’s programs and missions will 
contribute to a similarly supportive  
environment for the families at  
St. Paul’s now. It is the most important 
work any of us can do.

PLEDGE
The reasons we pledge are multiple:  
A.  it’s a good financial discipline to 

pay the Lord first each month and 
let the rest of the budget fall into 
place; 

B.  it’s a good spiritual discipline to 
pay the Lord first each month to 
remind us that he is our provider;

C. our pledge empowers St. Paul’s 
to maintain its staff and physical 
presence;

D. our pledge allows St. Paul’s to  
provide its community outreach 
and ministry work. n

4 Lynne & Brad Miller  | Members since 2021
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BELONG
Morris grew up in Ripley, TN, and 
comes from a Baptist background. 
He was confirmed an Episcopalian in 
1987, and started attending St. Paul’s 
in 1991 when Fr. McIntosh was the 
priest. Morris came to MTSU on a 
scholarship, earned his Bachelor of 
Music, Master of Art in piano perfor-
mance, and Certification in 
Music Education. He has 
been teaching elementary  
music for 23 years. 

Melissa was born in Ohio 
but grew up in Winchester. 
She came to Murfreesboro 
as a full-scholarship MTSU  
student, where she earned 
her BS in Psychology and MA 
in Industrial Organizational 
Psychology. She joined St. 
Paul’s in 2001, was baptized 
at that year’s Easter Vigil, 
and married Morris in June.  
Morris played at the service 
when Melissa was baptized, 
in the original Nave. Melissa 
worked for Bridgestone for 
over seven years, until just af-
ter their son James was born.

Before Melissa was baptized by  
Fr. Gene Wise, he told her she could 
take communion. That made her feel 
very welcomed and reinforced the  
feeling of “come as you are.” Fr. Gene 
is very special to Melissa, as he both  
baptized her and married them. 

“Our St. Paul’s family is very loving,” 
Morris says. “The church has stepped 
up to help our family, including building  

a ramp inside and outside our home 
for James—paid out of Fr. Polk Van 
Zandt’s discretionary fund. Richard  
Detmer and Chuck Phillips built 
James a custom changing table. They 
also custom-built rails for James’ bed.  
Kristine+ helped with a plumbing issue. 
We have felt lots of love from the clergy. 
Kristine even called and spoke with us 

while James was in the hospital, before 
she actually started here as Rector. We 
loved and were so impressed that she 
took time to get to know us and to care. 
We feel that St. Paul’s has been there 
consistently during our times of crisis.”

SERVE
Morris worked with Sudi Luboniecki 
to run the children’s choir until James 
was born. He liked doing music for  

Vacation Bible School, and says it was 
his VBS experience that called him to 
be an educator. He also has been in-
volved in VBS, men’s retreat, and the 
Ken Sloan Memorial Golf Scramble. 

Melissa and Morris shared the im-
portance of a special needs ministry 
for families like theirs. They found 

the Rising Above Ministry,  
located in Cookeville, whose 
goal is to have a special needs 
ministry in each church, 
and presented the idea 
to Fr. Polk. Through that  
program, St. Paul’s own  
special needs ministry de-
veloped with the addition 
of the nursery’s “Sonshine” 
room and special training for  
Dierdri Matteson. Having 
the nursery available to help 
care for James was a blessing. 
Parent’s Night Out was also  
a wonderful support.

Melissa noted, “Kristine+ 
has come to the hospital 
numerous times for us. Her 
visits have meant a lot to 
me, and have been so helpful 
in these difficult times. We 

have had some really deep conversa-
tions.” In June, James had spinal fusion 
surgery and was in the hospital for a 
month. “Michael+ was there with us 
for the surgery, and when James coded  
the next day (and Kristine was away 
on vacation), Polk+ came and spent  
several hours with us, inviting the  
doctor to pray over James with us. He 
was a godsend in that moment. I will 
always remember the hug he gave me.”

4 Melissa & Morris Hamby   | Members since 2001/1990
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The Hambys would love to have a 
support group for other families with 
differing disabilities. “Many who have 
kids like James may not have the sup-
port or ability to be churched, and 
that support potentially could not only 
bring more people to St. Paul’s, but 
also share the love and support that we 
have felt,” Morris said.

Melissa used to be involved with  
Episcopal Church Women (ECW), 
and women’s retreat. At one of the  
retreats, she was invited to attend 
a healing service. Melissa shared 

that she had undergone soulful an-
guish for a long time about James 
being born so early; she somehow 
felt it was her fault. Her longtime 
friend and clergy member Zanie  
Deveraux asked her to release that  
anguish, to turn her burdens over to 
God, and then laid hands on her. It  
was one of the top moments in her spir-
itual journey. It lifted her guilt and was 
a truly beautiful and cleansing service.

COMMIT
“We have just always pledged. We give 
what we can, but the budget is tight. 

We wish we could give more, but feel 
that through sharing Morris’ gift of 
music and taking care of James, we are 
doing God’s work.”

PLEDGE
“We pledge because we love our  
St. Paul’s family. St. Paul’s has always  
been very loving and supportive of us. 
We know our pledging helps ministries 
and people at the church; helping each 
other is loving one another.” n

u HAMBY Continued from page 10  

4 Susan & Wade Gaither   | Members since 2005

BELONG
We have been members of St. Paul’s since we moved to  
Murfreesboro in 2005, when Sally, our oldest, was six 
months old. Father Gene presided over Sally’s baptism and 
later Father Polk presided over our younger daughter Ruby’s 
baptism. St. Paul’s is the thread that binds our family to our 
community, our friends, and our faith. Our girls have grown 
up knowing the love of God and the love of those who have 
been a part of St. Paul’s.

SERVE
Catechesis and the other children’s ministries at St. Paul’s 
have had a huge impact on our family. I have taught  
Catechesis since 2005 and have completed all three levels 
of training. Not being a “cradle” Episcopalian, Catechesis 
training enlightened me and expanded my experience in the 
Episcopal liturgy and traditions, and in turn deepened my 
faith. Working with the children of St. Paul’s opened my eyes 
to the beauty of God’s amazing relationship with young peo-
ple. Their faith and understanding in his work is humbling.

COMMIT
I have always loved being a part of the liturgy. Placing 
my offering in the plate during communion is a spiritual  
experience. I believe that what I give is truly blessed by 
God. Wade and I were always givers but my service on the  

vestry changed me to a pledger. My experience on the vestry 
showed me how important my family’s financial contribu-
tion was in nurturing the community that I hold so dear. 
The ways in which we give time, talent, and tithing are all 
integral parts of the fabric of the church community.  Our 
pledge connects us to all our current St. Paul’s family, as well 
as those in the past and in the future. 

PLEDGE
We pledge because we are a part of a loving and supportive 
community that has made the lives of our family enriched 
with faith and friendships. St. Paul’s is an incredible and 
supportive church family that we are thankful to call home. 
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BELONG
We started attending St. Paul’s in 1991, shortly before Father 
Gene Wise was called to be our rector. Despite the church’s 
being in an interim status, we felt a strong sense of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence here, and even made the decision to be 
confirmed before Gene arrived.

SERVE
Over the years I’ve been involved in worship music, as  
a trombonist, choir member, and member of a music  
committee. I currently serve on the vestry and am the  
liaison for Adult Discipleship. I’ve been thrilled to work on 
Habitat building projects and am a founding member of  
the St. Paul’s Beekeeping Association.

Nancy has taught Sunday School classes for many years and 
has also served on the vestry and many committees. 

Both Andrew and Tyler were baptized and confirmed at  
St. Paul’s. Andrew sang in the choir and participated in 
youth group, notably mission trips to Appalachia and the 
acolyte trip to the National Cathedral in Washington, DC. 
Our daughter Tyler sang in the choir and played cello for 
worship services. She was married here, shortly after the 
parish hall was built. Both were regular acolytes.

COMMIT
For over thirty years Nancy and I have been supported and 
inspired in our faith and family life through the ministries 
of our clergy and brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Paul’s. 
St. Paul’s is indeed our extended family, so it is a no-brainer 
that we pledge to the church each year.  
 
PLEDGE
For us a pledge is about more than just sharing of our  
resources. Pledging is a deliberate, premeditated, and 

prayerful decision to be co-laborers with Christ, working 
together for the kingdom of God. We see it as our annual  
promise to continue belonging to the community, a  
partial representation of our loyalty and commitment. It  
indicates our intention to work side by side with the rest of  
the St. Paul’s community to share the love of Christ within 
the church and with the world outside the church walls. 
 
We pledge in grateful response to our Lord’s love and  
sacrifice for us. What a blessing it is to have a church we can 
pledge to! Thanks be to God. n

4 Nancy & David Loucky   | Members since 1991

One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds 
what he should give, and only suffers want.

PROVERBS 11:24  
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BELONG
We joined St. Paul’s in the fall of 2015. We had moved back 
to Murfreesboro the previous year and had decided to try 
out a few new churches. St. Paul’s was the first and only 
church we visited. We felt immediately like we belonged.
 
Belonging to me means being a part of something bigger 
—in a community, finding a place I am comfortable, but 
being a positive addition, too. Identifying and connecting 
in a positive manner to help better the surroundings. Also 
finding a place of support, comfort, and peace during the 
not-so-cheery stages of life. Belonging means “an affinity  
for a place or situation.” Affinity means “a spontaneous or 
natural liking” . . . that’s the nutshell of what we have found 
in St. Paul’s.
 
We’ve had the honor of sharing our home during Christmas 
with St. Paul’s parents group for several years. We love filling 
our home with all the laughter and fun of the evening and 
the season. Most of our close family friends have come from 
the parents group and we are very thankful for all the fun 
and adventures we’ve enjoyed with them. 
 
The ministry to young families was huge for us. We arrived 
and were met with so many options for the kids and our-
selves. Christian education focused on parenting, Children’s 
Church, nursery and Catechesis. Looking back, we can 
see the void we once walked in and how it has been filled  
directly by St. Paul’s.
 
SERVE
We’ve dabbled in quite a few ministries and activities. Youth 
activities such as choir, Parents’ Night Out, Sunday Night 
Live (now Fireside), Club 3-4-5. I participate on the Flower  
Guild, Outreach Committee and the Communications 
Council (as well as being a staff member). I’ve also been 
involved with Angel Tree and Healthy Gardens. Nick has 
participated in Habitat Builds and a Senior Assistance  
Program. We’ve also participated in the Progressive Dinner.

 
COMMIT
We attended a pledge gathering where we heard from several  
members who had decided to pledge instead of just giving 
in the offertory plate. We decided after that to take the easy 
steps to set up the weekly pledge gift. It has been a great tool 
to make sure we are giving, and it is all done automatically. 
We feel good in knowing our pledge payments are going to 
St. Paul’s even if we miss church or are traveling.
 
PLEDGE
We believe giving, even if a little is all you can do, can be 
used for great and mighty things.  n

4 Stacy & Nick Clark    | Members since 2015
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BELONG
Our family moved to Murfreesboro in June of 2018 and 
were lucky enough to find St. Paul’s within a week or two of 
arriving. I remember our very first Sunday here; everyone 
was extremely kind and welcoming. It was clear that we had 
found our new church home.

Belonging means a place to worship in the tradition that has 
become such an important part of our family. There have 
been so many times, especially in the last year, when the 
music and liturgy have provided solace and strength. As 
parents, it also means a place for our son Will to grow in his 
faith and solidify that important foundation before he heads 
off to college in a few years. St. Paul’s has such wonderful 
opportunities for young people—bible study, confirmation 
class, Sunday Night Live (now Fireside), and service as an 
acolyte. Finally, it means being part of a community, a com-
munity that allows us to ask the question, “How do we live 
out our faith in this time, in this place?” 

In the summer of 2019, Steve’s mom, who lived in Maryland,  
entered hospice after a long battle with Parkinson’s and  
dementia. One Sunday morning, as we prepared to enter 
the church for the 11:00 a.m. service, where our son, Will, 
was scheduled to serve, Steve received a text from his sister  
saying that the end was near and he needed to get there 
as soon as possible. Knowing that he had an 11-hour 
drive ahead of him, he could not afford to wait until after 
church was over. So, he approached Steven Smith and asked  
simply, “Can you please drive my family home after the  
service. I have to go.” And without missing a beat, Steven 
said “Of course.” In that raw and scary moment, Stephen 
knew that Will and I would be taken care of. He trusted  
that our St. Paul’s family would step in and make sure we 
got home. 

SERVE
Shortly after we joined St. Paul’s, we realized that we wanted  
to become more involved in one of the many outreach  
ministries. The quarterly food drive initiative needed a new 
coordinator and so we decided to jump in there. It was a 
wonderful family ministry as it required all three of us to 
work together to get the food donations back to our house 

so they could be counted and sorted and later delivered to 
the food bank. We were always amazed at the generosity of 
the St. Paul’s family. I can remember taking the donations to 
the food bank one October and the manager there saying, “I 
don’t know what we would do without St. Paul’s.”  

Will has been an acolyte since we arrived. He also  
participates in Sunday Night Live (now Fireside) and Sunday 
morning bible study. Stephen has used his knowledge as an  
English Professor at MTSU to lead an adult christian  
education class and I have been involved with the Outreach 
Committee and the Coldest Nights Program.

COMMIT
Honestly, pledging was not a leap. We have been pledgers for 
as long as I can remember. As someone with experience in 
the non-profit world, I know that organizations which can 
understand what their annual budget will look like—can 
do so much more, serve so many more. When parishioners 
pledge, they allow the church to budget more effectively and 
do the best with the resources at hand.

PLEDGE
We pledge to St. Paul’s because this is our faith community, 
and it is what we are called to do. n

4 Susan & Stephen Severn    | Members since 2018
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|  Treasurer’s Report  |

Financial funding is an important 
component of supporting the mis-

sion of our church. Without sufficient 
financial resources, we would be unable  
to provide the services and support 
crucial to our mission and vision. These 
costs range from paying our clergy and 
staff to utilities and maintenance of our 
facilities. We maintain campus build-
ings of approximately 27,485 sq. ft. 
We have an employee count of 25 
individuals, of whom only three 
are full-time. 

My work as treasurer is to ensure 
that our assets are protected, good 
business practices are followed, 
resources are spent as directed  
by the vestry, and our financial 
position is communicated to our 
parishioners.

Each year an operating budget  
is developed based upon the  
vision of our rector and senior warden  
with input from the vestry, Vestry  
Finance Committee, administrator, 
staff, and volunteers. Our goal is to  
create a balanced budget with revenues 
equal to expenditures. Current opera-
tions are separated from “add-ons” or 
new programs. Budget additions such as 
new staff, programs, etc., must be offset  
by increased revenue or reductions 
in expenditures to keep the budget 
in balance. Opportunities to reduce  
expenditures are also undertaken, as 
evidenced by the recent refinancing of 
the existing church property debt at a 
lower interest rate (2.42%) and lower 
principal amount due to the Coming 
Together Matching Campaign. 

The income portion of the budget 
consists of pledges made by parishio-
ners, unpledged plate collections, and 
our endowment income and interest.  

Pledged gifts by our parishioners make 
up 86-90% of our operating income. 
Unpledged plate collections are 5-6% 
and endowment income, and interest 
and one- time gifts make up the re-
mainder of our revenues. The last five 
years have seen a decline in pledge 
income of 2-4% per year, even in 
non-pandemic years.  

Over the past four years our budget has 
averaged $1.1 million in expenditures. 
As of June 30, 2021, our main campus 
expenditures annualized for the year 
2021 are $1.15M. Costs consist of:

n  Payroll and Benefits 41.6% 
n  Depreciation 18.3% (allocation of 

asset cost over its useful life)
n  Diocesan Support 8.6%
n  Facility Cleaning, Repairs and  

Maintenance, Supplies 7.6%
n  Restricted account expenditures 6.4%
n  Administrative Expenses (bulletins, 

copiers, postage etc.) 5.3% 
n  Utilities 4.1%
n  Interest from mortgage 3.9%
n  Church Programs and education 2.4%
n  Music 0.9%
n  Donations 0.9%

Pledge income between $945,000 and 
$990,000 is needed to support current 
expenditures in 2021. Excluded from 

this calculation is depreciation (a non-
cash expense) and included are princi-
pal payments on the mortgage for the 
main campus.

St. Paul’s purchased the JR’s Foodland 
property at 323 East Main Street at a cost 
of $1.3M June 10, 2021. No expenses  
are included for this purchasein the 

list above, as separate financials 
are maintained for this purchase. 
Rental income in 2021 is antici-
pated to cover all but $11,600 of 
2021 expenditures, which include 
onetime due diligence costs of 
$4,400. Generous gifts received 
of over $102,000 specifically des-
ignated for 323 East Main Street 
will be used to cover any excess 
expenditures.   

We have been challenged in 
many ways during the pandemic.  

We have come to appreciate things 
we have taken for granted such as 
gathering in person. New ways of 
communicating, meeting, and wor-
shiping with each other have been  
navigated and incorporated to the  
benefit of all going forward (think  
Vimeo, YouTube and Zoom). In God’s 
surprising ways we have grown in con-
fidence during the pandemic. We have 
discovered that we can do far beyond 
what we had imagined. Responding 
to God’s grace of salvation with joyful 
generosity with our talents, time, and 
treasure is a calling we all have, “for 
where you treasure is, there your heart 
will be also”. (Matthew 6:21)

Jeanne Potter
Treasurer



NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. Postage

PAID
PERMIT 189

Murfreesboro, TN

Return Service 
Requested

116 North Academy Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130


